BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 2174

By: Heflin

Sate Affars

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Section 552.008 of the Government Code dlows alegidator, legidative agency, or legidative committee
to gain access to confidentia informationfroma governmental body, provided that the requestor statesthat
the information is requested for legidative purposes. A governmenta body may request that the legidator
sgn a confidentiaity agreement on the information received.

Although Section 552.352 of the Government Code provides penaties for the distribution of confidentia
information, thereisno provison in current law relating to the consequences of misuse of suchinformation.
The purpose of House Bill 2174 isto provide a penaty for unauthorized disclosure or ingpection, or other
misuse, of confidentia information.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe opinion of the committee that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority
to a date officer, department, agency, or ingitution.

ANALYSS

House Bill 2174 amends Chapter 552, Government Code, by adding Section 552.0085 to provide that
a person with legd access to confidentia information under Section 552.008, Government Code, or
another law that permits such person’s access to such confidentid information, commits an offenseif the

person knowingly:

. permits ingpection of the confidentia information by a person not authorized to inspect the

informetion,
. discloses confidentia information to a person not authorized to receive the information, or
. uses the confidentia informationfor a purpose other than the purpose for whichit wasreceived or

for a purpose unrelated to the person’s legd accessto the information.

The hill provides that an offense under the provisions of the hill is a Class A misdemeanor, and adso
provides that the violation congtitutes official misconduct.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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