BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 2500

By: Harper-Brown
Transportation

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, peace officers operating under Chapter 452 of the Transportation Code (Ddlas Area Rapid
Trangt) conduct fare ingpections and issue citations to individuas who do not show proof of payment to
ride bus and/or rail services. Citations issued for fare evasion represent a theft of service of $2. Citations
are coded as Theft of Service under $20.00, pursuant to the Texas Pend Code §31.04.

The offensefor Theft of Service under $20.00 is a Class C misdemeanor and under the Texas Penal Code
§12.23, an individud found guilty of a Class C misdemeanor shal pay afine not to exceed $500.00. A
find conviction for theft of service would include gpproximately $175.00 for fine and court costs and is
considered acrime of mord turpitude.  Convictionsfor crimesof mord turpitude can affect anindividud’s
employment and professona opportunities. In addition, a class C misdemeanor conviction for theft
absolutely disgudifies a person from crimind jury service.

CSHB 2500 authorizestransportation authoritiesoperating under Chapter 452 (Dalas AreaRapid Trangt
and Fort Worth Transportation Authority) to conduct fareingpections and if necessary issue citations under
the Texas Transportation Code, not the Texas Penal Code. Offenses under the Texas Transportation
Code will il be Class C misdemeanors, however any convictions under the Texas Transportation Code
will not be congdered crimes of mord turpitude.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Subchapter B, Chapter 452, Transportation code and adds new Section
452.0611. ENFORCEMENT OF FARES AND OTHER CHARGES;, PENALTIES: (@) Specifiesthat
if aperson does not possess evidence of paying afare on a public trangportation system operating under
this chapter, an executive committee may prohibit that person from using the public trangportation system
and can establishmethodsto ensurethat persons usngthe public transportationsystem pay the appropriate
fare.

(b) Allows the executive committeeto providefor apendty not to exceed $100 if afareor charge is not
paid.

() Authorizestheauthority to post Sgnsdesignating each areain which apersonis prohibited from using
the transportation system without possession of evidence showing that the appropriate fare hasbeenpaid.

(d) (1) Specifiesthat it isan offense if apersonusesthe public transportation system without paying the
appropriate fareand then (2) fails to pay the appropriate fare or other charge and penaty onor beforethe
30th day after natification by the authority that the person must pay the amount of the fare or charge and

the pendty.
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(e) Providesthat the notice required by Subsection (d) (2) may be included in a citation issued
to that person.

() Providesthat this offense is a Class C misdemeanor.
SECTION 2: Amends Article 55.01, Code of Crimina Procedure, by adding subsection () dlowing a
district court to expunge records and files rdating to an arrest if the offense fals under Section 452.061,

Transportation Code, or a Class C misdemeanor arises out of nonpayment of fees.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act does not recelve the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The DRAFT substitute for HB 2500 differsfromthe origind hill by adding anew SECTION 2 that amends
the Codeof Crimind procedureto alow apersonarrested for riding a public transportation systemwithout
paying the fare the right to expunge their records and files relating to the misdemeanor.
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