BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 2701

By: Keffer, Jm

Insurance

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current state law, the Commissioner of Insurance through the State Fire Marshd is authorized to
provide fire prevention and safety education. Like other state agencies, the State Fire Marshd’ s office
faces dgnificant budget cutsin light of the budget shortfdl. Fire prevention and safety education services
are among those services that may be subject to budget cuts. C.S.H.B. 2701 requiresthe Commissioner
of Insurance through the State Fire Marshd to provide fire prevention and safety education.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 2701 amends the Government Code to require, rather than authorize, the Commissioner of
I nsurance(Commissioner) throughthe State Fire Marshal to devel op educational programs and disseminate
materids to educate the public regarding fire prevention and safety. The bill authorizesthe Commissioner
through the State Fire Marshal to accept gifts, grants, and donations from any source for fire prevention
and safety education.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute conforms the origina to Texas Legidative Council style and format.
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