BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 2729

By: Tdton

Crimind Jurisprudence
Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Section 1704 of the Occupations Code governs the powers, duties and responsbilities of bail bond boards
and the regulation, professiona requirements and conduct of bail bond sureties. The 76" Legidature
codified the Bail Bond Act into the Occupations Code, and the 77" Legidature adopted numerous
amendments to the code. The purpose of C.SH.B. 2729 isto clarify many areas of the code to address
problems or ambiguitiesin current law.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 2729 modifies the definition of “bonding business’ and defines*“find judgment” for purposes of
bond forfaitures, darifies who may serve on the bail bond surety board, creates a uniform system for
electing surety representation to the board including darifying who may vote on board matters, specifies
the dutiesand obligationsrequired of boards and licensees, imposes advertisng and solicitationrestrictions,
and provides for the maintenance and ingpectionof ball bond records. The bill darifieswho is digible for
a license, refines the gpplication and renewa process, induding specifying the grounds under which an
application can be regjected, suspended or reinstated and provides ingtructions for action of the bail bond
board if abail bond surety fails to pay afind judgement. The bill darifieswhenafind judgement should be
paid and how a personexecuting abail bond may surrender the principal for whom the bond is executed.
Findly, C.SH.B. 2729 specifies howlong and for what reasons a bail bond surety may hold security for
the payment of abail bond fee or the principa’ s gppearance in court.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute modifies severd sections of the hill, further darifying exiging ambiguities. The subgtitute
modifiesthe definitions of “ bondingbusiness’ and “find judgement,” darifiesthat abail bond surety or agent
for a corporate surety may serve on the bail bond board, and removes the election of an dternate
representative of licensed bail bond sureties to serve on the bail bond board included in the filed version
of the bill. The bill aso adds language regulating the solicitationof businessfor bail bond sureties, specifies
that crimind law coursestakento satisfy license requirements must be taken in person, and changes other
procedures in licenang new bail bond agents and sureties. The subgtitute provides ingructions for action
of the bail bond board if abail bond surety falsto pay afind judgement, clarifieswhen afind judgement
should be paid and how a person executing a bail bond may surrender the principa for whomthe bond is
executed. The subgtitute also adds a section that specifies procedure of a board if abal bond surety fals
to pay afind judgement. Findly, the subgtitute removes the ahility to file a petition in Travis County and
how long and for what reasons abail bond surety may hold security for the payment of a bail bond fee.
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