BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 2765

By: Dukes

Sate Affars

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, Section2157.005 of the Government Code containsatechnol ogy access clause whichgenerdly
requires both visud and nonvisud access to automated information systems (AlS). This clause must be
included in dl documents (e.g., offers, quotes, etc.) and contracts relating to the procurement of AIS
products that are entered into by the state or Sate agencies. The clause requires the vendor to represent
and warrant equa access by both visuad and nonvisud means, and to indude other stipulations making
products ble to the blind and visudly impaired.

Thenaureand requirements of the jobs of emergency response personnd, police, and firefighters preclude
persons withvisud impairmentsfrom performing certainjobs. Asareault, itisnot practica for thewireless
communications devices used by these emergency response personnel to meet the requirements of the
technology access clause.

The purpose of House Bill 2765 is to exempt wireless communication devices used by peace officers,
firefighters, and other emergency response personnel fromthetechnol ogy accessclausespecifiedinSection
2157.005 of the Government Code.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe opinion of the committee that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority
to a date officer, department, agency, or ingitution.

ANALYSS

House Bill 2765 amends Section 2157.005 of the Government Code to exempt wireless communication
devices to be used by peace officers, firefighters, and other emergency response personnd from the
technology access requirements specified in that section of that code.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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