BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 2914

By: Baxter

Elections

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current law, the early voting clerk is required to mail early voting ballots to a voter who requests a
mall balot as soon as practicable after the ballots are available. Because the date for mailing the balots
is |eft to the discretion of the clerk, the clerk could mall the ballots to the voter at adate so late that the
voter haslittle or no chanceto return the balot in time. CSHB 2914 sets clear guiddines for the time an
early voting clerk isrequired to mall early voting balotsto a voter.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or ingtitution.

ANALYSIS

CSHB 2914 amends the Election Code by darifying the date which the early voting clerk is required to
mal bdloting materids for early voting by mall to a voter entitled to vote by mal. Thebill requirestheclerk
to mal bdlating materids not later than the seventh day after the later of the date the clerk accepts the
voter’s gpplication or the date the balots become available, rather than as soon as practicable. Thehill
clarifiestha if the malling date is earlier thanthe 45th day before election day that the clerk is required to
mall the balloting materids not later thanthe 38th day before eectionday, rather than prohibitingthemailing
of balloting materids earlier than the 45th day before dection day.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

CSHB 2914 modifiesthe origind by requiring the baloting materids to be mailed not later thanthe seventh
day, rather than the second day, after the date the clerk accepts the voter’s gpplication or the date the
ballots become available. The substitute aso modifiesthe origind by requiring, if the mailing deteis earlier
thanthe 45th day before eectionday, the baloting materids to be mailed not |ater thanthe 38th day, rather
than on the 45th day, before election day.
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