BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 2931

By: Lewis

County Affars

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, some statutes gpplicable to county governments contain antiquated requirements that do not
recognize advances in technology. For ingtance, county clerks and digtrict and county attorneys are
required to keep paper records of official proceedings, and are not permitted to keep eectronic records
ingtead. Other provisonsin the law do not expresdy permit county governments to operate as efficiently.

CSHB 2931 isdesigned to permit counties and county officias to operate more efficiently and to provide
express authority for actions that current law permits by implication.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSS
Section 1 amends Section 41.008 of the Government Code. The substitute changes the title from
REGISTER to RECORD, and authorizes a county or ditrict attorney to keep eectronic records of the
officid proceedings conducted by the attorney.
Section 2 amends Section 791.003(4) of the Government Code (The Interloca Cooperation Act), to
incdude“loca government corporations’ and “political subdivison corporations’ in the definition of “locd
government.”
Section 3 amends Section 791.013 of the Government Code, by amending (a), (b) to permit loca
governmentsinorder administer interlocal contracts, to contract withanon-profit organizationthat provides
services on behdf of political subdivisons and derives more than 50 percent of its gross revenues from
grants or funding from politica subdivisons. The substitute also adds (d) to permit the administrative
agencies created under interlocal agreements to: (1) hold patents;, (2) copyrights; (3) trademarks; and (4)
other intellectua property rights.

Section 4 amends Section 81.003 of the Loca Government Code to permit a county clerk to keep
electronic records of the proceedings of the commissioners court.
Section 5 adds Section 89.007, COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER to the Loca Government
Code which permits a commissioners court in a county with a population of 125,000 or more to gppoint
a county adminisgtrator, with duties and responshilities set by the court. The subgtitute authorizes the
adminigrative officer to request an officer of the county or an officer of adigtrict or precinct located in the
county to provide any information necessary for the adminigtrative officer to perform their duties. The bill
states that requested informationmay not be unreasonably withheld, and that this subsectiondoes not apply
to information made confidentia by law.
Section 6 adds Section 111.014, RESERVE FUND to the Loca Government Code which permits a
county with a population of 225,000 or less to establish a contingency fund in its annua budget.
Section 7 adds Section 111.045, RESERVE FUND to the Local Government Code which permits a
county with a population over 225,000 to establish a contingency fund in its annua budget.
Section 8 adds 111.075, RESERVE FUND to the L ocal Government Code which permitsacounty with
a population over 125,000 and operating under Subchapter C, Chapter 111, Loca Government Code,
to establish a contingency fund in its annua budget.
Section 9 amends Section 270.007(1) of the Loca Government Code which prohibits counties from
developing a computer gpplication or software for the sole purpose of sdling, licenang, or marketing the
gpplication or software.
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Section 10 adds Section 270.009, INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF COUNTY, to the Local
Government Code which daifies that counties have the right to hold patents, copyrights, and other
intellectua property rights.

Section 11 Repeds Sections 114.042, 114.045, 151.902, 151.903, and 270.007(g) of the Local
Government Code.

EFFECTIVE DATE
September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE
Section 1. Previous Section 9 has been moved to Section 1 with non-substantive language changes.

Section 2. Previous Section 11 has been moved to Section 2 with non-substantive format and language
changes.

Section 3. Previous Section 12 has been moved to Section 3 with non-substantive format changes. The
substitute amends Sec. 791.013, Government Code, to permit local governments, in order to administer
interloca contracts, to contract with a non-profit organization that provides services on behdf of politica
subdivisons and derives more than 50% of its gross revenues from grants or funding from political
subdivisons,

Section 4. Previous Section 2 has been moved to Section 4 with non-substantive language changes.
Section5. The substance of previous section 1 hasbeen moved to Section 5. Filed version added Section
81.003, Local Government Code. Substitute adds Section 89.007, Local Government Code, withnon-
subgtantive language changes. Brackets the section to counties of population 125,000 or more. The
subdtitute authorizes the adminigrative officer to request an officer of the county or an officer of adidtrict
or precinct located in the county to provide any information necessary for the adminidrative officer to

perform their duties. The hill states that requested informationmay not be unreasonably withheld, and that
this subsection does not apply to information made confidentid by law.

Section 6. Previous Section 3 has been moved to Section 6 with non-substantive language changes.

Section 7. Previous Section 4 has been moved to Section 7 with non-substantive language changes.

Section 8. Previous Section 5 has been moved to Section 8 with non-substantive language changes.

Section 9. The amendment of Section 270.007(1), Local Government Code, has been moved from
previous Section 10 to Section 9.

Section 10. The addition of Section 270.007(a-1), L ocal Government Code, inprevious Section 10 has
been deleted. Ingtead, the language of the proposed Section 270.007(a-1) is now designated Section
270.009, Loca Government Code.

Section 11. Previous Section 14 has been moved to Section 11. Section 151.903, Loca Government
Code, has been removed from the sections repealed. Section270.007(g) has beenadded to the sections
repealed.

Sections 6, 7, 8 and 13 of the filed hill have been deleted from CSHB 2931.
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