BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 2989

By: Capeo

Public Hedlth

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, authority and provison for the conduct of an inquest by appropriate loca authorities only
includes language for the discovery of awhole body but does not provide provison for the discovery of
body parts.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

HB 2989 amends Chapter 49 Code of Crimina Procedureand appropriate subchaptersby adding‘ abody
pat’ to exiding language concerning the discovery of ‘the body’ The hill includes and provides for the
roles, process and inquest conducted by the Justice of the Peace, physcians involved, peace officers,
medicd examiners, and forensic anthropologists when a body part is discovered.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute differs from the origind in that it requires the practitioner to hold a doctoral degree in
anthropology rather than be only certified.
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