BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 3135

By: Olivo

County Affars

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current law, a county can regulate the use of fireworks only during drought conditions. Under HB
3135, apersonwho knowingly or intentiondly discharge fireworkswithin a county witha population of 3.3
million or more and those counties that surround that area commits a Class C misdemeanor.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additionad rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

Amends Subchapter C, Chapter 352 of the Loca Government Code by adding Section 352.053 giving
counties additiond regulaionof certain fireworks. Thissection gppliesto countieswith apopulation of 3.3
million or more and those counties that surround that area. This bill gives the commissioners court the
authority to prohibit or regulate the sale, possession, or use of fireworksinany part of the unincorporated
area of the county.

Inaddition, a person selling fireworks in the county shal provide reasonable notice of both the order and
areawhere the sale, possession, or use of fireworksis prohibited.

The commissioner’ scourt shall send a copy of the order to the state firemarshal not later thanthe 30™ day
after the order isadopted. Upon receipt of the order, the state fire marsha shall send acopy of each order
to each licensed manufacturer, distributor and jobber in the affected county.

An offense under this subsection is a Class C misdemeanor.
EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect immediately if it secures atwo-thirdsvote of all members eected to each house.  If
the two-thirds vote is not received, then the effective date is September 1, 2003.
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