BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 3200

By: Hegar
Human Services
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, the Texas Department of Human Services (department) hasthe authority to prescribe different
levels of minimum standards for assisted living fadilities according to the number of residents, the type of
resdents, the level of persond care provided, the nutritiona needs of resdents, and other distinctions the
board consdersrelevant. However, asthegreat mgority of resdentsof asssted living facilitiesareederly,
the department’ sstandards are geared toward the needs of ageriatric population. 1n some respects, these
gandards are ingppropriate for asssted living facilities serving specidized, non-elderly populations, such
as the developmentally disabled. Because asssted living facilities serving non-elderly populations are so
few in number, it may not be feasble for the department to issue standards tailored for the various types
of specidized populations. House Bill 3200 would permit the department to approve aternate methods
of compliancewithlicensure standardsproposed by assi sted livingfadilitiesserving non-el derly populations.
Smilar authority is given to the Texas Department of Health in the hospital licenang law to grant waivers
or modifications of hospita licensing sandards in gppropriate circumstances.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy delegate any additiond rulemaking authority to a Sate officer, department,
agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

House Bill 3200 amendsthe Hedth & Safety Code by adding a sentence that directs the Department of
Human Services (department) to develop proceduresfor considerationand approva of dternate methods
of compliance with the agency’ s sandards by asssted living facilities serving non-geriatric populations, if
the department has not prescribed minimum standards for such facilities.

EFFECTIVE DATE

ThisAct takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of al members eected to each house,
asprovided by Section 39, Artide |11, Texas Condtitution. If this Act does not receive the vote necessary
for immediate effect, this Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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