BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 3235

By: Smith, Todd

Government Reform
Committee Report (Subgtituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

During the 77th Legidative Session, SB 5 was passed requiring that dl municipd building ingpectors be
certified in building energy performance standards. No training programwas provided in order to enable
municipa building ingpectors to comply with this requirement.

C.S.H.B. 3235 would direct Texas A&M Universty to develop and adminiger a statewide training
program for municipa building inspectors seeking to become code-certified inspectors.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or ingtitution.

ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Chapter 388, Hedth and Safety Code, is amended by adding Section 388.009,
CERTIFICATION OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING INSPECTORS, which requires that the Energy
Systems Laboratory (laboratory) at the Texas Enginearing Experiment Station of the Texas A&M
Universty System develop and administer statewide atraining program for municipd building inspectors
seeking to become code-certified inspectors. The laboratory is aso required to assst participantsin the
certificationprogram. Thelaboratory isalowed to collect reasonablefeesfrom participantsin the program
in order to pay the costs associated with administering the program.

SECTION 2. Requiresthat the laboratory develop the training program required by Section 388.009,
Hedthand Safety Code, not later than January 1, 2004, and requiresthe |aboratory to beginimplementing
the training program statewide not later than March 1, 2004.

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding Section 11(d), Chapter 967, Actsof the 77th Legidature, Regular Session,
2001, amunicipdityisnot required to comply with Section 388.003(c)(2), Hedthand Safety Code, before
March 1, 2005.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Effective date to develop the training program is January 1, 2004.

Effective date to begin implementation statewide is March 1, 2004.

Effective date for amunicipdity to comply with Section 388.003(¢)(2), Hedthand Safety Code, isMarch
1, 2005.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subdtitute modifies the origind bill by changing “appropriate department” to the Energy Systems
Laboratory at the Texas Engineering Experiment Stationat The TexasA& M University Sysem. Also adds
provisons for the laboratory to work with nationad code organizations to assst participants in the
certification program. It aso dlows the laboratory to collect reasonable fees to pay the costs of
adminigtering the program.

The hill corrects SECTION 3 to reference Section 11(d) of Chapter 967, Acts of the 77th Legidature,
Regular Session, 2001.
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