BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 3384

By: Hartnett

Judicid Affairs

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Chapter 54, Subchapter F of the Government Code ded's with court magtersin Ddlas County. Certain
powers of these court mastersare not dearly defined, nor isthere a statutory provisionrdating to amethod
of appeal fromthar decisons. C.S.H.B. 3384 changesthetitle of these court mastersto * associatejudge’
and amends and darifies the Government Code provisons rdding to ther qudificaions, appointmert,
powers and duties, as well as procedures for gppeds from their decisons,

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 3384 amends the Government Code to rename “masters’ as* associatejudges’ and to provide
that the judges of certain Ddllas County courts may voteto appoint one or more associate judges to hear
any cavil matters. The bill dso amends the qudifications of these associate judges to require that they be
a dtizen of Texas, be at least 25 years old, and have practiced law in Texas for at least four years
preceding the date of gppointment. Thebill also requiresthem to maintain alicenseto practicelaw in Texas
during their term of service.

The hill providesthat an associate judge has the same judicid immunity as a didrict judge. The bill dso
provides that ajudge may refer any civil caseor portionof advil case to anassociate judge for resolution,
and that a party may not object to the referra of a such a matter to an associate judge. The hill aso
provides that an associate judge may conduct atrid on the merits on the agreement of dl parties and by
referrd of the referring court, and that a case may be referred to an associate judge by anorder of referra
in aspecific case or by an omnibus order.

The bill providesthat unlesslimited by writtenorder, or by the order of referra, an associate judge hasthe
same authority as the referring judge to perform any act necessary for the proper resolution of the matter
referred. The bill dso setsforth certain procedures for the record of evidence in hearings conducted by
asociate judges as well as the impaosition of costs for this record.

The bill dso sets forth certain procedures for notice of decisons by associate judgesand for the appeal of
such decisions, and specifies that amatter appeded to the referring court shall be tried de novo and shall
be limited to only those matters specified in the appeal, and that except onleave of court, a party may not
submit on appeal any additiona evidence or pleadings. The bill dso setsforth certain provisons regarding
temporary restraining orders and temporary injunctions issued by an associate judge. The bill aso
mandates that associate judges complete certain continuing education requirements.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute corrects certain drafting errors and adds specific provisons regarding the apped of the
issuance of atemporary restraining order or atemporary injunction. The subgtitute o mandates certain
continuing education requirements for associate judges.
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