BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 3477

By: Stick

Law Enforcement

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Current law authorizesthe Department of Public Safety (DPS) to negotiate a reciprocity agreement under
which a concealed handgun license (CHL ) issued by another State is recognized in Texas. In order for
another state to be digible, the requirements to carry a concealed wegpon under its laws must meet or
exceed the requirements of afedera background check. However, thelanguage of the current law creates
anambiguity asto which states’ laws meet or exceed the requirements of afedera background check. As
aresult, only 8 sates have been granted concealed handgun license reciprocity so far. C.S.H.B. 3477
addresses this issue by daifying that another state is eligible for reciprocity if it conducts a federa
background check and determinesthat someone isable to carry afirearm under federa law beforeissuing
a concealed handgun license. C.SH.B. 3477 also transfers the responsbility for negotiating CHL
reciprocity agreements with other states from DPS to the Office of the Attorney Generd.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 3477 amends Section411.173 of the Government Code by providing that a Texas non-resdent
CHL may be renewed as a non-resident license under Section 411.185 until such time as the person’s
home gtate is granted reciprocity. A non-resident license remains in effect until the license expires under
Section 411.183, even if the person’s home dateis granted reciprocity inthe meantime. The bill requires
the governor to negotiate an agreement with any other state that provides for the issuance of CHL’ s that
are recognized by this state under this sectionor to issue a proclamation recognizing another state’s CHL
if the attorney generad determinesthat itsstate or loca authorities conduct a background check of apermit
gpplicant, prior to the issuance of a permit, to determine the applicant’s digibility to possess a firearm
under federd law.

C.S.H.B. 3477 dso amendsthe Government Code to requiretheattorney genera toissueareport annualy
to the governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house lising the States the atorney generd
determined qudify for recognition under this section and reviewing the statutes of states thet the attorney
generd determined do not qudify for recognitionto assessthe changes to their statutes that are necessary
to qudify for recognition. The attorney generd isrequired to submit the report required by this section not
later than January 1 of each caendar year, and the first report is due no later than January 1, 2005.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.H.B. 3477 modifiesthe origind by providing that the attorney generd, rather than DPS, isresponsible
for determining that a background check of each applicant is conducted by the state or local authorities
prior to the issuance of apermit to determine the gpplicant’ s digibility to possess afirearm under federd
law. Thesubgtitute aso providesthat the attorney generd isresponsiblefor issuing theannud report listing
the sates that qudify for recognition and reviewing the statutes of states that do not qualify to determine
the changes necessary for recognition. Under the origind hill, the Department of Public Safety was
responsible for dl of these activities.
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