BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 3602

By: Bonnen

Natura Resources

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Texas faces adifficult chalenge to develop water policiesthat serve both state and regiond interests. The
Texas Condtitution authorizes the creation of groundwater conservation digtricts to plan, develop, and
regulate the use of water. H.B. 3602 creates the Brazoria County Groundwater Conservation Didtrict,
subject to gpprova at a confirmation eection, to manage Brazoria County’ s groundwater resources.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

H.B. 3602 creates the Brazoria County Groundwater Conservation District subject to voter gpprova at
aconfirmation dection. The bill providesthat the digtrict isgoverned by aboard of five directors and sets
forth provisons regarding the eection, qudifications, and terms of the directors. The didrict is prohibited
from imposing a property tax; exerciang the power of eminent domain; acquiring land; issuing or sdling
bonds; or purchasng, sdling, transporting, or didributing surface water or groundwater. This Act is
effective September 1, 2003 and expires on December 31, 2006 if the creation of the district is not
confirmed at an election before that date.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003
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