BILL ANALYSIS

H.JR. 55

By: Zedler

Locd Government Ways and Means
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Churches throughout Texas are preparing for future growth by purchasing property for expanson.
However, somelocal taxing entities are taxing this undevel oped land that churchesown. HJR 55 proposes
acondtitutiona amendment whichwould prohibit local entitiesfromtaxing non-revenue generatingproperty
owned by religious organizations.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe committee’ sopinionthat thisresolution does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority
to a date officer, department, agency, or ingtitution.

ANALYSIS

Would amend Section2(a), Article V11, Texas Condtitution, to provide a tax exemption for non-revenue
generaing property held by religious organizations for the purpose of expanson.

FOR ELECTION

November 4, 2003.
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