BILL ANALYSIS

H.JR. 62

By: Truitt

Elections

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

During the past severa legidaive sessons, the law has been changed to alow certain unopposed
candidates, including thosein local races and in specid eections to fill vacancies in the legidature, to be
declared dected. This policy promotes efficiency in eection adminigration, creates smpler balots, and
hel psreducethe costs of dections. HIR 62 proposes acondtitutiona amendment authorizing thelegidature
to permit a person to take office without ectionif the personisthe only candidate to qudify inaneection
for thet office.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe committee’ sopinionthat thisresolution does not expressy grant any additiona rulemaking authority
to a date officer, department, agency, or ingitution.

ANALYSIS

HJR 62 amendsthe Texas Congtitution by authorizing the legidature, for an officefor whichthe congtitution

requires an eection, to provide by generd law for a person to take the office without an eection if the
person is the only candidate to qudify in an eection to be held for that office.

FOR ELECTION

November 4, 2003.
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