BILL ANALYSIS

C.SHJR. 75

By: Chisum

County Affars

Committee Report (Subgtituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Due to the particular hardships of senior citizensin Texas, additiona attention is often needed to address
the important needs of seniors. Thisbill proposes a condtitutiona amendment to alow for the creetion of
the office of a county senior citizens advisor.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSS

SECTION 1. The commissioners court of acounty shdl cal aneection to be held regarding the creation
of the office of senior dtizens advisor if the commissioners court receives a petition of registered voters
requesting the eection. Anelectionwill occur on the date of the first generd eection for state and county
officers that occurs after the 90th day after the date the petition is submitted to the commissioners court.
The office of senior dtizens advisor is created only if the mgority of votesfavor the creation of the position.

The advisor will be eected by the votersfor atermof four years. Following the el ection creating the office,
the commissioners court shal appoint a person to fill the positionuntil the end of the year inwhich the next
generd eection isheld. Vacancies of the office shal be filled by the commissoners court.

The court shal set the duties of the office, whichmust include: making findings of fact on mattersthat affect
senior dtizens and onwhichass stanceisrequested. Suchass stanceincludesfiling complaintswithagencies
on the citizens behdf, referring the findings to a prosecutor, or negotiating on behdf of the senior with a
public or private entity. The senior dtizens advisor isto conduct seminarsfor senior dtizensto promotether
sdfety, help them recognize fraudulent business schemes, and raise other issues affecting the citizens to
enhance community awareness.

The advisor may not make palicy for the county without the consent of the commissionerscourt. The court
may alocate fundsor resources for the office of the advisor. Unlessfundsare made available by the court,
the advisor is not entitled to compensationincurred while serving in the office; nor isthe advisor authorized
to perform aduty that involves the commitment of county fundswithout the court’ sapprova. The advisor
isnot lidble for an act or omisson made in good faith.

With a petition Sgned by registered voters, the commissioners court may hold an eection to abolish the
office of senior ditizens advisor. The eectionwill behdd onthe date of the first generd eection that occurs
after the 90th day after the petition is submitted. If amgority of votesfavorsthe abalitionof the office, the
office of senior citizens advisor is abolished on the first day of the year following the year of the eection.

EFFECTIVE DATE
November 4, 2003

FOR ELECTION
This proposed congtitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an eection to be held on
November 4, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE
Amends Section 1. Article X, Texas Congtitution, Section 15 ().
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