BILL ANALYSIS

S.B. 26

By: Zdfirini

Higher Educetion

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, thereis aneed for colleges and university campuses to establish retention programsto

assig studentsin maximizing their potentia for academic success. Many at-risk sudents may

not be prepared for college-level work and may need assistance to achieve success. As proposed, S.B.
26 develops amentorship program in higher education that targets high a-risk sudents who are first
generation college attenders, low income or educationdly under-prepared. This bill seeks to meet the
gods of the Closing the Gap report by assisting at-risk college students to remain enrolled and to
graduate from college.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee s opinion that this bill does not expressy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 517, Education Code, by adding Section 51.9356, as follows:

Sec. 51.9356. PILOT PROGRAM REGARDING THE RETENTION OF STUDENTSIN
HIGHER EDUCATION. (a) Requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) to
develop apilot program called the “ Freshman SUCCESS Program” that will focus on retention of high-
risk students who are first generation in college, lowincome, and/or educationaly under-prepared by
providing proactive modalities to meet the demand of college.

(b) Requires the pilot program to address certain factors that may affect a student’s successin
college.

(c) Requires THECB perform certain tasks in conducting this pilot program study.

(d) Requires THECB to complete the pilot program study and report the results of the study to
the legidature on or before December 1, 2004. Requiresthereport to  include THECB's
recommendations concerning the Freshman SUCCESS Program.

(e) Providesthat in this section “the board” means THECB.

(f) Provides that this section expires September 1, 2005.

SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect immediatdly if it receives avote of two-thirds of al the members elected to each
house, as provided by Section 39, Article 11, Texas Congtitution. If this Act does not receive the vote
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necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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