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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under current law, medica and nursing degree programs are not required to provide sudents with
training on collecting forensic evidence. Nevertheless, doctors and nurses are often called upon to
gather such evidence from victims of sexud assault. As proposed, S.B. 55 requires certain medica and
nursing degree programs to provide the students enrolled in those programs with training on conducting
forengc medica examindions.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 51F, Education Code, by adding Section 51.310, asfollows:

Sec. 51.310. FORENSIC EVIDENCE COLLECTION COURSE REQUIREMENT. (a)
Requires an ingtitution of higher education, as defined by Section 61.003, that offers a program
leading to a doctor of medicine or doctor of osteopathy degree or to a degree that satisfies the
educationa requirement for licensure as aregistered nurse, to establish a course in forensc
evidence collection and, except as provided by Subsection (b), require completion of the
course as a prerequisite to recelving that degree.

(b) Authorizes the indtitution of higher education to determine whether to award to a
student enrolled in the degree program credit for a subgtantialy smilar course
successfully completed at another public or accredited private ingtitution of higher
educetion.

(¢) Requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to establish standards for
the course required by this section.

SECTION 2. Requires each indtitution of higher education offering a degree program to which Section
51.310, Education Code, as added by this Act, applies to offer the course required by that section not
later than the fall 2004 semester. Provides that Section 51.310, Education Code, as added by this Act,
only appliesto a student who initidly enrolls in a degree program to which that section gpplies on or
after August 1, 2004.

SECTION 3. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.
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