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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, & least one in ten children and adolescents may suffer from serious emotiond disturbance that

severdly disrupts their lives at home, at school, and in the community. Prevalence estimates for Texas
indicate that more than 600,000 children have a mentd disorder. However, the Texas Department of
Menta Hedlth and Mental Retardation was able to provide services to only a portion of these children,

about 38,000, in fiscd year 2001. Over the past fifteen years, Texas has taken steps to create a
coordinated response across state agencies to address the needs of children with serious emotiona

disturbances. Asproposed, S.B. 60 would implement a“ system of care” mode for coordination between
state agenciesto enhance the method inwhichservices are provided to childrenwho suffer fromemotiona

disturbances and streamline administrative operations and expenses.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Rulemaking authority is expresdy granted to the Hedlth and Human Services Commission in Section 1
(Section 531.408, Government Code) of this hill.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. PROVISION OF SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH MULTIAGENCY NEEDS.
Amends Chapter 531, Government Code, by adding Subchapter K, as follows:

SUBCHAPTER K. PROVISION OF SERVICES FOR PERSONS
WITH MULTIAGENCY NEEDS

Sec. 531.401. DEFINITIONS. (&) Defines “system of care agency” and “systems of care
services”

(b) Providesthat persons who receive systems of care servicesincude childrenat risk of
resdential placement, incarceration, or reincarceration because of severe emotional
disturbance, including certain students with specid needs.

Sec. 531.402. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP. (@) Provides that the systems of
careexecutive council (executive coundil) iscomposed of 21 members asdescribed by thissection.

(b) Providesthat the commissioner of health and human services and the commissioner
of education serve as ex officio members. Provides that serviceonthe executive council
isan additiond duty of the positions of those commissioners. Provides that the ex offico
members have voting authority.

(c) Requiresthe commissioner of hedth and human servicesto gppoint 12 members, each
of whom must be the adminigtrative head of a sysems of care agency.

(d) Requiresthegovernor to gppoint two members, one of whom must be gppointed from
alig of nominees submitted to the governor by the speaker of the house of representatives
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(speaker). Authorizes the governor to rgect one or more of the nominees on the list.
Requires the speaker, if the governor rgects dl the nominees on the list, to submit to the
governor anew lig of different nominees.

(e) Requiresthe lieutenant governor to gppoint one member.

(f) Requires the commissioner of health and human services and the commissioner of
education, acting jointly, to appoint certain members to the executive council.

(9) Providesthat the gppointed members of the executive council serve two-year terms
expiring February 1 of each odd-numbered year.

Sec. 531.403. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OFFICERS; MEETINGS. () Requiresexecutive
council to eect from its members presiding and assistant presiding officers, and other officersthe
council considers necessary to performthe council’ sduties. Requiresthe assstant presiding officer
to preside over meetingsin the presiding officer’ s absence.

Sec. 531.404. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DUTIES. Requiresthe executive council to perform
certain duties.

Sec. 531.405. POLICY TEAM MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS; MEETINGS. (a)
Provides that the systems of care policy team (policy team) iscomposed of certain individuds who
are gppointed by the executive council and serve at the will of the executive council.

(b) Requires each member of the policy team appointed under Subsection (a) (4) (A) to
be a member of the family of a person with mentd illness.

(c) Requires the systems of care policy team to eect from its members presiding and
assgant presding officers, and other officers the policy team consders necessary to
performthe policy team’s duties. Requires the assstant presiding officer to preside over
mesetings in the presiding officer' s absence.

(d) Requires the system of care policy team to meet &t least once in each quarter of the
caender year a the call of the presiding officer.

Sec. 531.406. POLICY TEAM DUTIES. Requiresthe policy team to perform certain duties.

Sec. 531.407. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FROM COMMISSION. ReguirestheHedlth
and Human Services Commission (HHS) to provide adminidrative support to the executive
council and policy team to assst the executive council and policy team in performing their duties.

Sec. 531.408. SELECTION OF AREASSERVED BY COMMUNITY TEAMS. (@) Requires
HHS by rule to establisharequest-for-proposal processto salect amunicipdity, a county, or two
or more contiguous counties as an areaserved by asystems of care community team (community
team) described by Section 531.409. Requires the process to provide that one or more
representatives of agovernmenta entity in amunicipality or county may submit a proposa.

(b) RequiresHHS and the policy team to devel op criteriato evaluate proposalsfor areas
to be served by the community team.

Sec. 531.409. COMMUNITY TEAM MEMBERSHIP. Provides that a community team is
composed of certain individuas who are appointed by the representatives who submit a proposal
for the team under Section 531.408(a) and serve at the will of those representatives.

Sec. 531.410. COMMUNITY TEAM POWERSAND DUTIES. (8) Requiresa community
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team to perform certain duties.

(b) Authorizesthe community team to designate one or more personsto provide support
services to aperson who is referred to the systems of care coordination and assessment
team and the person’s family. Provides that those support services are in addition to the
services provided in the plan described by Section 531.411(b) (1).

(c) Authorizes a community team member described by Section 531.409 (1) to use
resources from the agency that the member represents to address problems identified by
the community team or by the systems of care policy team.

(d) RequiresHHS, at therequest of the systems of care community team, to designate one
or more employees of HHSto assst the team in carrying out the team’ s duties.

Sec. 531.411. COORDINATION AND ASSESSMENT TEAM MEMBERSHIP; DUTIES.
(& Provides that a systems of care coordination and assessment team (coordination and
assessment team) is composed of a number of memberswho are appointed by acommunity team
and serve a the will of the community team.

(b) Requires the coordination and assessment team to perform certain duties.

Sec. 531.412. TEAM ACTIONS SUBJECT TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL APPROVAL.
Providesthat the actions of the policyteam, a community team, and a coordinationand assessment
team are subject to approva by the executive council.

Sec. 531.413. REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES. (a) Prohibits an gppointed member
of the executive council, the policy team, a community team, or a coordination and assessment
team from recaving compensation for service on the council or team but provides for
rembursement of travel expenses incurred by the member while conducting the business of the
council or team, as provided by the General Appropriations Act.

(b) Authorizes the reimbursement funds to be paid from certain available funds.

Sec. 531.414. SYSTEMSOF CARE TRUST FUND. Providesthat the systems of care trust
fund is created as a trust fund with the comptroller and requiresit to be administered by HHS as
atrustee on behdf of the system of care agencies.

Sec. 531.415. EXPANSION OF SYSTEM CARE SERVICES; MERGER OF LOCAL
GROUPS. (a) Requiresthe executive council to develop a plan for statewide expansion of
systems of care services and teams where needed in accordance with this subchapter. Requires
the plan to include certain provisons.

(b) Providesthat areference in another statute to a community team includes within its
meaning a community resource coordination group established under a memorandum of
understanding under Section 531.055, as added by Chapter 114, Acts of the 77th
Legidature, Regular Session, 2001.

(c) Providesthat a reference in another statute to a community resources coordination
group established under a memorandum of understanding under Section 531.055, as
added by Chapter 114, Acts of the 77th Legidature, Regular Session, 2001, includes
within its meaning a community team.

(d) Providesthat this section expires September 1, 2011.

Sec. 531.416. MERGER OF TEXASINTEGRATED FUNDING INITIATIVE. (a) Requires
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the policy team to develop and implement a plan to merge each dte paticipating in the Texas
Integrated Funding Initiative under former Chapter 531G, as added by Chapter 446, Acts of the
76th Legidature, Regular Sesson, 1999, into an area served by a community team.

(b) Requiresthe plan to provide for the merger to be complete not later than September
1, 2011. Requiresthe plan to ensure certain duties are met.

(c) Providesthat this section expires September 1, 2011.

SECTION 2. Amends Section531.055, Government Code, asadded by Chapter 114, Actsof the 77th
Legidature, Regular Session, 2001, asfollows:

Sec. 531.055. New Headingg MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON THE
PROVISION OF SERVICES FOR PERSONS NEEDING MULTIAGENCY SERVICES.
(8 Makesaconforming change.

(b) through (d) Makes conforming changes.

(6 Reguires each systems of care agency to conduct a biennia review of the
memorandum of understanding and propose necessary changes to the memorandum.
Requires the agencies to develop other revisons as necessary to reflect mgjor agency
reorganizations or other statutory changes affecting the agencies.

(f) Makes conforming changes.

Creates new subsection (b) from existing text. Redesignates subsections (b)-(d)
as (c)-(f).

SECTION 3. ADOPTION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING. (a) Requires each
systems of care agencyto adopt the joint memorandum of understanding, as provided by Section531.055,
Government Code, as amended by this Act, on or before September 1, 2004.

(b) Provides that the memorandum adopted under Section531.055, Government Code,
as added by Chapter 114, Acts of the 77th Legidature, Regular Sesson, 2001, remains
in effect until the memorandum of understanding adopted under Section 531.055,
Government Code, as amended by this Act, is adopted and takes effect.

SECTION 4. FUNDING PLAN FOR PROVISION OF MULTIAGENCY SERVICES. (a) Requires
the systems of care executive council to develop afunding plan for provison of multiagency services.

(b) Requiresthe systems of care executive council to report on the planto the legidature
not later than September 1, 2004.

SECTION 5. REPEALER; CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. (a) Repedler: Section 242.801(2)
(Convd escent and NursngHomesand Related | ndtitutions, Definitions, Community Resource Coordination
Group), Hedth and Safety Code.

(b) Repeder: Chapter 531G (Deveoping Loca Mental Hedth Care Systems For
Certain Children), Government Code.

() Amends Section 531.151(2), Government Code, to make conforming changes.

SECTION 6. INITIAL APPOINTEES TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. Provides that the initia
appointees to the systems of care executive council serve terms expiring February 1, 2005.

SECTION 7. Effective date: September 1, 2003.
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