BILL ANALYSIS

S.B. 153

By: Zdfirini

Human Services

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, the VVoucher Payment Program (program) is overseenby the VVoucher Payment ProgramWork
Group which was established by Senate Bill 1586 in the 76th Legidature. The programisonly used for
two services, respite and persona atendant services, and these services are provided through the
Community Based AlternativesWaiver Program, the Community Living Assistance and Support Services
Waiver Program, the Client Managed Persond Attendant Services Program, the Deaf Blind withMultiple
Disabilities Waiver Program, the Primary Home Care Program, and the In Home and Family Support
Programadminigtered by the Texas Department of Mental Healthand Mentd Retardation. However, S.B.
1586 provides for the programto include supported employment and “ other services that the Health and
Human Services Commisson, with assstance from the work group, determines are gppropriate and
gpplicable and may be provided with available funding.” Extending the expiration date, currently set for
September 1, 2003, would dlow the work group to assist with the rollout of the program. Adding the
TexasWorkforce Commissonas apartner could help address|abor issuesthat have arisenduringtheinitid
rollout of the program. Senate Bill 153 expands the membership of the group, changes the name of the
group, and extends the expiration date of the group.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe opinion of the author that the bill does not expressy grant any additional rulemaking authority to
adate officer, inditution, or agency.

ANALYSIS

Senate Bill 153 amends the Government Code by changing the heading of Section 531.052, Government
Code to CONSUMER DIRECTED SERVICES WORK GROUP (work group) from VOUCHER
PAYMENT PROGRAM WORK GROUP. The hill adds the provison that the work group is to be
composed of representatives of the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC), gppointed by the executive
director of TWC (director) and representatives of any other state agency as consdered necessary by the
commissioner of the Healthand Human Services Commission (commissioner), appointed by the governing
body of their respective agency. Thehill providesthat this section will expire September 1, 2007, rather
than September 1, 2003.

SB 153 requires the commissoner and the director to ensure that, not later than January 1, 2004, the
compogtion of the work group created to assist in implementing the voucher payment program complies
with the requirements of Section 531.052, Government Code, no later than January 1, 2004.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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