BILL ANALYSIS

S.B. 164

By: Lindsay

Judicd Affairs

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Over the past few months, controversy hasarisenregarding a proposa by atelevison network to televise
thejury deliberationsin a capital murder casein Houston. On February 12, 2003, the Court of Crimind
Appeds held, inthe case of the Stateof Texas ex rel. Charles A. Rosenthal, Jr. vs. the Honorable Ted
Poe, that the Texas Code of Crimina Procedure prohibits the recording or televisng of jury deliberations.
S.B. 164 codifies the prohibition against recording or televising jury ddiberations.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSS
S.B. 164 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure and the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to ban the
use of any deviceto produce or make anaudio, visud, or audio-visual broadcast, recording or photograph

of ajury whilethe jury is ddiberating.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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