BILL ANALYSIS

SB. 174

By: Nelson

Sate Affars

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Current Texas law makes marriage license applications opento public ingpection, including such persond
information as an gpplicant’s name, socia security number, and address. The availability of information
related to gpplicants socia security numbers put gpplicants at risk for certain crimes, suchasidentity theft.
The purpose of Senate Bill 174 is to make information related to an applicant’s socia security number
confidentid and prohibit the county clerk fromdisclosng suchinformation, and to require the county clerk
to redact such information froman applicationupon receiving arequest to make information in amarriage
license application available under Chapter 552, Government Code.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, indtitution, or agency.

ANALYSIS

Senate Bill 174 amends Subchapter C, Chapter 552, Government Code, by adding Section 552.141 to
makeconfidentid informationthat relates to the socia security number of anindividud onamarriage license
gpplication, or adocument submitted with the gpplication, that is maintained by the county clerk.

The hill requires the county clerk, upon receiving a request to make information in a marriage license
gpplication available under Chapter 552, Government Code, to redact the portion of the application that
contains an individud’s socia security number and release the remainder of the information in the
goplication.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003. The Act applies only to an gpplication for amarriage license thet isfiled on or after
September 1, 2003.
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