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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under current law, there is no restriction on when avoter may file a chdlenge to another voter’s
registration based on resdency. If avoter relies on mail-forwarding services in order to receive mail
after moving or when out of town, or is voting by absentee bdlot, then it will take an additional amount
of time for the voter to respond to a voter registration chalenge. If avoter is chalenged closeto an
election, that voter may not have sufficient time to receive and respond to the chalenge, and as a reault,
his or her vote may not be counted. S.B. 197 prohibits a voter from challenging another voter’'s
registration beyond 75 days before an dection, but does not eiminate an individua’ s opportunity to
chadlenge the outcome of an eection after the dection if irregularities are discovered in voter
registrations after the 75-day deadline.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 16.0921, Election Code, by amending Subsection (&) and adding
Subsection (c), asfollows:

(8 Requiresthe regigtrar to promptly deliver to the voter whose regigtration is chalenged a
confirmation notice in accordance with Section 15.051 on the filing of a sworn statement under
Section 16.092 aleging a ground based on residence, except as provided by Subsection (c).

(c) Prohibits the regigtrar from delivering a confirmation notice resulting from a sworn statement
filed after the 75th day before the date of the generd eection for state and county officers until
after the date of that election. Provides that this subsection does not apply to a person who
registers after the 75th day and prior to the 30th day before the generd eection for Sate and
county officers.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2003.
Makes application of this Act prospective.
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