BILL ANALYSIS

S.B. 304

By: Brimer

Government Reform

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The Central Travel Officeof the Texas Building and Procurement Commissionnegotiateswith private travel
agents and transportation providers to obtain reduced travel rates for certain public employees traveling
on officid busness. The law permits numerous governmenta entities to take advantage of these rates
induding employees of the state's legidative and executive branch, employees of higher education
inditutions, and employees of Employee Retirement System. The 76" Legidaure passed SB 204,
authorizing county officers and employees to dso participate inthe state' s contract for travel servicesthus
reducing the cost of travel expenses incurred by a county.

Based onthe inclusveness of the statute, it seems logica to extend these cost-saving benefits to municipa
employees as well, since they, too, are required to travel, sometimes extensively, on officid business.
Travel expenses can represent a sizable portion of a municipa budget and, as such, represent an ever-
increasing expense to the taxpayers. Allowing municipditiesto participateintravel service contracts could
sgnificantly reduce expense to loca governments, aswell as potentialy strengthen the State’ snegotiating
position by increasing the volume of travelers pooled.

SB 304 would alow municipal employees and officersto participate in the State' s travel pool to obtain
reduced rates for officid travel duties.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe opinionof the Committeethat this bill expresdy delegates authority to the Building and Procurement
Commission to adopt rules to adminigter the travel services program in Section 1 of the bill.

ANALYSIS

SECTION 1 - Amends Section 2171.055, Government Code by adding Subsection (f) which alows
municipd officersor employeesto utilizethe commisson’ scontract for reduced arline and travel agent fees
whentraveing onofficid municipa business. The commissonmay charge amunicipdity an adjustable fee
that does not exceed the commisson’ scost. Directsthecommission to deposit feestoamunicipdity arline
faresaccount inthe general revenue fund, but makesthose funds only usesble for purposes of this chapter.
Directs the commission to adopt rules and make or amend contracts as necessary.

SECTION 2 - Effective date.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This act hasimmediate effect if it recaves avote of two-thirds of dl memberseaected to each house, If this
Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, it takes effect September 1, 2003.
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