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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under current Texas law, political units may enter interlocal agreementsto provide mutuad support and
sarvices. If agovernmenta unit contracts to furnish or obtain fire protection from another unit, the unit
that would be responsible for furnishing such services if the contract did not exist is repongble for any
civil ligbility that arises from the furnishing of the services. C.S.S.B. 407 makesit clear that the unit
requesting the services shal bear responghility for civil ligbility only in a case where no contract exigts.
C.S.S.B. 407 changes the language of the code to include emergency and law enforcement services
under these provisons aswell.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends the heading of Section 791.006, Government Code, to read as follows:

Sec. 791.006. LIABILITY IN ABSENCE OF CONTRACT FOR PROVISION OF FIRE,
EMERGENCY, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 791.006, Government Code, by amending Subsection (a) and adding
Subsections (d) and (€), asfollows:

(@ Providesthat, in the absence of a contract to the contrary, if agovernmenta unit furnishes
fire or emergency servicesto another governmental unit, the unit that requests the servicesis
respongble for any civil liability that arises from the furnishing of those services.

(d) Providesthat nothing in this section affects the employer-employee relationship or the terms
of employment between a governmentd unit and its employees, such as provision of benefits or
payment of wages.

(&) Providesthat “governmenta unit” does not include aschool didrict, for the purposes of this
section.

SECTION 3. Makes application of this Act prospective.
SECTION 4. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

SECTION 2: Differsfrom the origina by adding Subsections (d) and (e) to Section 791.006,
Government Code.
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