BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.SB. 591

By: Duncan

Corrections

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Asaresult of aninterim study required by SB 553, 77" Legidature, arecommendationwas madeto revise
the composition of the Texas Council onOffenderswithMental Impairments (TCOMI) board to include
forensic psychiatrists and psychologists as members. Thisrevisonisnecessary in order to have qudified
forensc experts available to review competency evauations. CSSB 591 revisesthe TCOMI membership
to indude forensc specidists and amends the process for identification and selection of gubernatoria
appointees. Thehill dso revisesthe name of TCOMI to the* Texas Correctiona Office on Offenderswith
Medicd or Mental Impairments’ to more accurately reflect the misson and purpose of the entity.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

CSSB 591 amends Chapter 614 of the Health and Safety Code to revise the name of the council to the
Texas Correctiond Office for Offenders with Medical or Mental Impairments. The bill darifiestherole
of the advisory committee to the Texas Board of Crimind Justice and clarifies the Texas Department of
Crimind Justice (TDCJ) Executive Director’s oversight of the Director of the Advisory Committee. The
bill aso revisesthe composition of the at-large membership and the process for identifying candidates to
be submitted to the Governor for consideration.

CSSB 591 dso defines offenders with specid needs and amends references to offenders with mental
imparmentsto offenderswithspecia needs. This revisonmore clearly reflectsthe categories of offenders
that fdl under the purview of the Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with Medical or Mental
Impairments.

This change in law should expedite the gppointment process for at-large members; clarify the role of the
advisory members to the Texas Department of Crimind Justice and the Director; provide clear
adminidrative line of authority; and darify the type of offenders that fal under the jurisdiction of the
Committee.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute modifies the origind by changing the name of TCOM I to the Texas Correctiona Office on
Offenders with Medica and Menta Impairments, amending the selection process for at-large members,
and more clearly defining the advisory nature to the Texas Board of Crimind Justice and the Executive
Director of TDCJ.
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The subdtitute further modifies the origind by making non-substantive changes to more accurately reflect
the type of offenders under the purview of the Texas Correctiona Office on Offenders with Medica and
Mentd Impairments.
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