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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Current Texas law contains no uniform standards for the use of flame effects or pyrotechnics. As
proposed, S.B. 693 adopts standards set forth by the Nationa Fire Protection Association and
incorporates them into the Occupations Code in order to create statewide standards and procedures to
be gpplied to the use of flame effects and pyrotechnicsin Texas. Specificaly, S.B. 693 prohibits the
use of such effects unless ardevant authority puts certain requirements in place and gpproves of the use
of the effects, and requires the presence of a standby fire watch under certain circumstances.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Title 13, Chapter 2154, Occupations Code, by adding Section 2154.253, as
follows

Sec. 2154.253. PROHIBITED USE OF FLAME EFFECTS AND/OR PYROTECHNICS.
(@ Defines“approved,” “agpproving authority,” “assembly,” “flame effect,” “pyrotechnics” and
“gtandby fire watch.”

(b) Providesthat this section gpplies to flame effects and/or pyrotechnics used in
theatrica performances, entertainment, exhibition, demondration, or Smulation before
an assembly. Providesthat this section shdl apply to certain specific Situations.

(c) Prohibitsthe use of flame effects and/or pyrotechnics before an assembly unless
gpproved by the gpproving authority as designated by this section.

(d) Authorizes the gpproving authority for the jurisdiction covering the assembly to
promulgate standards, codes, or regulations regarding the requirements necessary to
acquire a permit for the use of flame effects and/or pyrotechnics before an assembly.
Requires the presence of a standby fire watch under certain circumstances, if the
jurisdiction promulgates such standards, codes, or regulations.

(e) Providesthat aperson commits an offense if the person violates this section.
Provides that an offense under this section isa Class A misdemeanor, and that each day
aviolation occurs or continues to occur congtitutes a separate offense. Provides that
venue under this section isin the county in which the offense is committed or in Travis
County.

(f) Prohibitsthis chapter from invalidating amunicipa or county ordinance, order, or
rulein effect on September 1, 2003.
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(9) Prohibitsthis section from limiting or restricting the authority of a county, where
authorized by law, or amunicipaity to enact an ordinance or order prohibiting or
further regulaing flame effects and/or pyrotechnics.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2003.
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