BILL ANALYSIS

S.B. 699

By: Shapleigh

Public Education

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current Texaslaw, no Sngle Internet resource exists to provide students, school digtricts, teachers,
parents, and others across the state with educationa tools and information. S.B. 699 requires the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) to establishand maintain an education Internet porta that would provide on-line
classes, academictexts, and adminigrativetoolsfor use by students, parents, and educatorswith theintent
of providing a wider range of educationd resources to more students. S.B. 699 also provides funding
suggestions for the portal fromfees charged to some of the portd's users, gifts, grants, donations, vendor
payments, and arrangements with private or nonprofit entities.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe committee’ sopinionthat rulemaking authority isexpresdy granted to the commissioner of education
in SECTION 1 (Section 32.163, Education Code) of this hill.

ANALYSIS

S.B. 699 amends the Education Code by requiring the Texas Education Agency (TEA), with assstance
from certain parties, to establish and maintain an education Internet portal for use by school digtricts,
teachers, parents, and students. The hill defines "porta” to mean the education Internet porta. The hill
requires the portal to serve as a Sngle point of access to educationa resources, and lists certain uses that
the portal may servein addition to other purposes specified or any other educational purpose.

The bill grants TEA the respongbility for general adminigtration and oversght of the porta and for
approving the portd's content. The hill requires the Department of Information Resources (DIR) to take
certain actions necessary for the creation, implementation, and support of the portal. The hill authorizesDIR
to asss TEA with technicad advice regarding contracting withvendorsfor services in connection with the
porta. The bill requires the joint advisory committee established under Section 61.077, or any successor
to that committee with certain responsbilities, to serve in an advisory capacity to TEA and DIR in
connection with functions reating to the portd.

The hill authorizes TEA to coordinate the identificationand development of on-line courses made available
through the porta, and prohibitsa course frombeing offered through the portal without being reviewed by
TEA and approved by the commissioner of education (commissioner). The bill requires TEA to give
priority to any course not readily available to students throughout the state and for whichthereisa critica
need when coordinating, developing, and reviewing courses to be made available through the portd. The
hill requires a course made avalladle through the porta to be digned with state curriculum requirements
under Section 28.002 and the essentia knowledge and skills under that section. The bill authorizes TEA
to develop qudity assurance criteria to be used by TEA in developing and reviewing courses made
available through the portd, and requires the criteria to include certain components.

The hill authorizes TEA to award a scholarship for the costs of an on-line course to a student who
demondirates certain qudities, with funds available for that purpose. The hill authorizes the commissioner
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to adopt criteriato be used in awarding such scholarships. The hill specifies that the criteriamugt limit the
avalability of scholarships to full-time public school students or students that were enrolled in a public
school onafull-time basis for at least three months during the preceding school year and indicate anintent
to enrall inapublic school onafull-time basis for at least three months during the school year for whichthe
scholarship is offered.

The hill authorizes TEA to develop and adopt strategies for making textbooks available in an dectronic
format through the porta or other means as an dternative or supplement to traditiond textbooks. The hbill
requires TEA to seek to achieve a sysem under which a student may be provided with secure Internet
access to each textbook used by the student, in addition to atraditiona textbook.

The hill authorizes TEA to identify Internet-based adminigtrative software and other eectronic tools that
may be used by school digtrictsto improve digtrict adminigtrative functions and to make suchtools avallable
through the portal for voluntary use by the school ditricts. The hill authorizes TEA to assist school digtricts
in identifying sources of funding that may be used by didtricts to pay any costs associated with using
adminidraive software and other dectronic tools, and authorizes TEA to provide such tools to school
digtricts that demonstrate need at no cog, to the extent that funds are available.

The bill authorizes TEA to establish a secure, interoperable system to be implemented through the portal
under which school didtricts can access sudent assessment data for use in developing strategies for
improving student performance. The bill requires TEA to seek to further the goa of providing school
digtrictswithaccessto sudent performance informationat the classroomleve when establishingthe system.

The hill authorizes TEA to charge school didtricts, teachers, parents, students, and other persons a
reasonable fee for services or information provided through the portal. The bill prohibits the total amount

of fees charged from exceeding the amount necessary to pay the costs associated with the devel opment,

adminigration, and maintenance of the portd. The bill prohibitsanindividud fee charged to apersonfrom
exceeding the amount that the person would be required to pay to obtain the service or information from
acommerciad source or through another means of access other than the porta. The bill requires TEA to

make services and information through the portd available a no cog, to the extent possible.

The hill authorizes TEA to seek proposals from private vendors for providing on-line courses or other
materids or services through the porta. The hill prohibits a vendor from providing an on-line course or
other materia or service through the portal without approval by TEA. The bill authorizes TEA to require
avendor, asa condition of the approval of the vendor's proposal, to pay certain amountsand if gpplicable,
to provideon-line coursescholarshipsto studentsin accordance with criteria adopted by the commissioner.

The bill prohibits TEA fromusing general revenue fundsto pay the costs of developing, administering, and
maintaning the porta. The bill authorizes TEA to use amounts avalable to TEA from gifts, grants,
donations, vendor payments, or arrangements with nonprofit or private entities. The bill requires the
commissioner and TEA, to the extent possible congdering other statutory requirements, to encourage the
use of textbook funds and technology alotment funds under Section 31.021(b)(2) in a manner that
facilitates the development and use of the portd.

The hill authorizes TEA to negotiate Statewide licenses or discounts with software vendors and other
persons offering gpplications suitable for use through the porta, in order to provide services through the
porta at no cost or at a reasonable cost.

The bill authorizes TEA to conduct outreach activitiesto provide informationregarding the porta to school
districts, teachers, parents, and students. The hill authorizes TEA to providetraining to school digtrictsand
teachersinuse of the portal. The bill authorizes training in use of the portal to be made avallable to parents
and students by TEA or school didtricts, as determined by commissioner rule.

The bill requires TEA, not later than January 1, 2005, to submit a report to the legidature containing
recommendations for maximizing the benefits of providing access to textbooks or other educational

S.B. 699 78(R) Page 2 of 3



materids through the Internet using the portal established under established under Chapter 32, Subchapter
D, Education Code, as added by this Act. The bill requires TEA and DIR to coordinate their activitiesin
implementing Chapter 32, Subchapter D, Education Code, as added by this Act, induding certain relevant
ongoing activities relaing to systems necessary to conform state educational reporting processes with
educationa reporting requirements impaosed by federd law.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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