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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

The 77th Texas Legidaure set forth provisons rdaing to the practice, education, and training of asurgicd
assstant, and created an advisory committee to advise the Texas State Board of Medical Examiners
concerning the regulation of surgical assstants. However, inconsistencies between the state statutory
surgica assgtant licensure processes and federal surgica assgtant certification standards have led to a
aurgicd assstance shortage in Texas. S.B. 769 provides that a surgicd assstant license expires on the
second anniversary of the date of issuance.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Rudemaking authority expresdy granted to the Texas State Board of Medicd Examinersis modified in
SECTION 1 (Section 206.210(a), Occupations Code) of this bill.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 206.210(a), Occupations Code, to provide that a surgical assstant’s
license expires on the second anniversary of the date of issuance. Requires the Texas State Board of
Medica Examiners by ruleto provide for the renewd of asurgicd assgtant license.

SECTION 2. Amends Subchapter F, Chapter 206, Occupations Code, by adding Section 206.2525, as
folows

Sec. 206.2525. REIMBURSEMENT FOR SERVICES. (a) Provides that this chapter does
not limit the way in which asurgicd assgtant licensed under this chapter may be reimbursed for

savices.

(b) Authorizes a surgicd assgtant licensed under this chapter to directly bill a patient or
third-party payor for services provided by the surgical assstant.

SECTION 3. (a) Effectivedate: September 1, 2003.

(b) Makes gpplication of Section 206.210(a), as amended by this Act, prospective.
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