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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Under Section 22.021 (Aggravated Sexua Assault), Pena Code, a person commits an aggravated
sexud assault if the victim is younger than 14 years of age or older than 65 years of age. However, this
provison fals to include disabled individuas in the protected class of sexua assault prosecutions. S.B.
837 amends the Pena Code to include disabled individuds as a specidly-protected class of victimsfor
the purposes of aggravated sexua assault prosecutions.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections 22.021(a) and (b), Pena Code, asfollows:
(@ Providesthat aperson commits an offense if the person causes serious bodily injury or
attempts to cause the deeth of avictim or another person in the course of acrimind episode if
the victim isan ederly or adisabled individud.

(b) Defines“ederly individua” and disabled individua, and makes nonsubstantive changes to
the definition of “child.”

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2003.
Makes application of this Act prospective.
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