BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.SB. 933

By: Shapiro

Public Education

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, some parents have | eft the public school systemfor private schools or home schools, but might
returnif they were offeredthe support of a content-rich curriculum, adaptive lessons, and certified teachers
without losing the flexibility of home-based learning. C.S.S.B. 933 establishes virtuad charter schoolsto be
adminigtered by public senior colleges and universities.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe committee’ sopinionthat rulemaking authority isexpressy granted to the commissoner of education
in SECTION 1.02 (Section 12.153, Education Code) and SECTION 2.01 (Section 12.153, Education
Code) of thishill.

ANALYSIS
ARTICLE 1. AMENDMENTS EFFECTIVE THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2009

C.S.S.B. 933 amends the Education Code to include a college or university charter as provided by
Subchapter E asaclass of charter. The bill defines “educationd activity,” and “virtua charter school.”

The bill authorizesthe State Board of Education (SBOE), inaccordancewiththissubchapter or Subchapter
D, to grant a charter on the gpplication of a public senior college or university for avirtuad charter school
administered by a public senior college or university to operate from an adminidrative office in the same
county in which the campus of the college or university islocated.

The bill authorizes SBOE to grant atota of not more than two charters for virtua charter schools and the
combined enrollment for the two charter schools may not exceed 8,000 students. The bill provides that a
virtud charter schoal is part of the public school system and may not discriminate in admissions based on
race, sex, nationd origin, ethnicity, religion, or disability.

The hill authorizesthe commissioner of education (commissoner) to adopt rulesto implement this chapter.
Thehill requiresthe commissioner to adopt rulesto administer virtud charter schools under thissubchapter.
The bill requires the commissioner to determine the number of hours of virtua charter school educationd
activitiesthat are the equivdent of one day of school attendance, for the purpose of charter school funding
under Section 12.106. The hill provides that the commissoner may not grant a virtua charter school's
request for awaiver from compliance with aprovison listed in Section 12.104.

The bill providesthat to be digible for funding under this subchapter, avirtua charter school must:

. provide each student with access to a secular curriculum that meets or exceeds state academic
standards;

. alow each student to work at a grade level other than the grade level in which the student is
enrolled;

. assess each student's performance in each subj ect in the foundation curriculum inwhichthe student

C.S.SB. 933 78(R) Page1of 3



isenrolled;

. ensure that a parent verifiesthe number of hours of educational activities completed by the student
each school year;

. make available to the parent acomputer and printer, physical copies of any indructiond materids,
and reimbursement for any fees related to accessing the Internet for educationd activities,

. maintain a student/teacher ratio of not less than one teacher for each 60 sudents in average daily
attendance;

. give preference in enrollment to students witheducationa or medica needsthat require the sudent
to recelve educational servicesinahome stting, except that preferentia enrollment status may not
be given to a student who isinan dternative education setting because of the student's suspension
or expulson;

. to the extent possible, provide that at least 25 percent of the students enrolled in the school are
educationdly disadvantaged;

. provide genera specia education services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29; and

. provide bilingua and specid language program services under Subchapter B, Chapter 29.

The bill requiresavirtud charter school sudent to complete at least 720 hours of educational activitieseach
school year in grade two or lower and at least 900 hours in grade three or higher. The bill requires virtud
charter school teachers to be gppropriately certified, be available to meet with the parent of each student
enrolled inthe teacher’ s class at least four times each school year, and be reasonably available each school
day by dectronic communicationor other means. The hill requiresa public senior college or university thet
holds a charter for avirtud charter school to conduct an annua evauation of the schoal.

The bill providesthat avirtud charter school is entitled, for each student in average daily atendance, to
funding at alevel equd to an open-enrollment charter school. The bill providesthat a virtua charter school
may not receive funding for a sudent if the student is not administered an assessment insrument under
Subchapter B, Chapter 39. The hill authorizes the commissioner to grant a wavier from this requirement
on a student-by-student basis.

The bill requires the commissioner, not later than December 1 of each even-numbered year, to submit a
report to the governor, the lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the house areport which must indude:

. recommendations regarding virtua charter school funding mechanisms and mechanisms designed
to monitor student identification and participation;

. information relating to the quality assurance and audit requirements;

. recommendations regarding any needto devel op or licensespecific eectronic coursesfor statewide

useto ensure a cost-€efficient increase in tudent access to the recommended high school program,
including any estimated costs and resources necessary to make the courses available statewide;

. for each grade level, recommendations regarding the effectiveness and any benefit to sudents,
teachers, adminigtrators, or school districts of eectronic courses,

. the estimated number and cogt to the State of private school and home school students who are
expected to participateinthe virtud charter school programduring the two yearsfollowing the date
of the report;

. the impact of the virtud charter school program on school districts and campuses, and

. recommendations regarding any limit on the number of universities that may grant virtua charter
schools, and sudents that may enrall in virtud charter schools; and

. information relating to the extent which virtua charter schools assst school didtricts and the state

in complying with the No Child Left Behind Act.

Thehill providesthat Sections 12.156(c), 12.157, 12.158, and 12.159 Education Codeexpire September
1, 2009.

ARTICLE 2. AMENDMENTS EFFECTIVE ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2009

The bill provides that effective September 1, 2009, Sections 12.151, 12.152, and 12.153, Education
Code, are amended to read as follows:
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. Sec. 12.151. DEFINITION. Inthissubchapter, "public senior college or university” has
the meaning assigned by Section 61.003.

. Sec. 12.152. AUTHORIZATION. In accordance with this subchapter and Subchapter
D, the State Board of Education may grant a charter on the gpplication of a public senior
college or university for an open-enrollment charter school to operate onthe campusofthe
public senior college or university or in the same county inwhichthe campus of the public
senior college or university islocated.
. Sec. 12.153. RULES. The commissoner may adopt rules to implement this subchapter.
ARTICLE 3. TRANSITION PROVISIONS
The bill requires the commissioner, no later than January 1, 2005, to recommend to the legidature an
appropriate level of funding for virtua charter schools.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Except as otherwise provided, upon passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act
takes effect September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ENGROSSED TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.SB. 933 modifies the engrossed verson by adding provisons relaing to discrimination and
admissons. C.S.S.B. 933 modifiesthe engrossed versionby authorizing SBOE to grant atotd of not more
thantwo chartersfor virtua charter schools and the combined enrollment for the two charter schools may
not exceed 8,000, rather than 2,000, students. C.S.S.B. 933 modifies the engrossed version by deleting
provisions that require the commissioner to establish guidelinesfor the reporting of and verification of the
enrollment of and ingtructiond hours completed by each student enrolled in avirtud charter schoal.

C.S.S.B. 933 madifies the engrossed version by deleting provisions that require the commissioner to
determine the number of hoursof virtua charter school educationa activitiesthat are the equivaent of one
day of school attendance. C.S.S.B. 933 modifiesthe engrossed versionby deleting provisons that the level
of funding must reflect the school's actud cost of efficiently providing a student with educationa services.
C.S.S.B. 933 modifies the engrossed version by deleting provisons that require the commissioner to
provide different levels of funding as necessary to reflect the cogtsof different ingtructiond arrangements.

C.S.S.B. 933 modifies the engrossed verson by authorizing the commissioner to grant a wavier from
certain assessment instrument requirements on a student-by-student basis.

C.S.S.B. 933 modifiesthe engrossed verson by atering the information of the report the commissoner is
required to submit to the governor, the lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the house.
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