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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Current law does not exempt agtate or locd officer who is acting in alegidative capacity from being
subject to disciplinary action or a sanction, pendlty, disability, or ligbility for that action in connection
with the officer’s practice of alicensed or regulated profession or occupation. C.S.S.B. 1047 provides
that agtate or locd officid who takes legidative action is acting within that person’s legidative capacity,
as defined by this act, and may not be subject to disciplinary action or otherwise punished for such an
action taken connection with the officer’s practice of alicensed or regulated profession or occupation.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 572C, Government Code, by adding Section 572.059, as follows:

Sec. 572.059. INDEPENDENCE OF STATE AND LOCAL OFFICERSACTING IN
LEGISLATIVE CAPACITY. (8 Defines*legidative measure’ for the purposes of this
section.

(b) Providesthat ameasurethat is applicable to a class or subset of persons or matters
that is defined in generd terms without naming the particular persons or mattersisa
measure of genera application, for the purposes of Subsection (a).

(c) Prohibitsadate or locd officer, including any eected or gppointed officer, from
being subject to disciplinary action or a sanction, pendty, disability, or liability for:

(1) anaction permitted by law that the officer takesin the officer’ s officid
capacity regarding alegidative measure;

(2) proposing, endorsing, or expressing support for or opposition to a
legidative measure or taking any action permitted by law to support or oppose
alegidative measure.

(3) theeffect of alegidative measure or of achangein law proposed by a
legidative measure on any person; or

(4) acertain breach of duty in connection with the member’s practice of or
employment in alicensed or regulated profession or occupation.

SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES
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SECTION 1. Differsfrom the origind by deleting origina Subsection () and redesignating origina
Subsection (b) as Subsection (). Adds anew Subsection (b) and expands the definition of “legidative
measure’ given in new Subsection (4). In Subsection (€), deletes the words “acting in alegidative
capacity” after the words “a state or locdl officer,” and adds *including any elected or gppointed
officer” in the samelocation. Adds Subdivisons (c)(1)-(4) to describe the types of actions for which a
date or local officer may not be subject to disciplinary action, including certain actions described in
origina Subsection (a).
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