BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.S.B. 1108

By: Shapiro

Public Education

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

According to the Closng the Gaps report, Texas mug increase the number of students completing
bachelor's degrees from 57,000 to 104,000 by the year 2015 to place Texas above the nationa average.
C.S.S.B. 1108 egtablishes a statewide standard for high-quaity teachers and requiresthe devel opment of
an on-line diagnogtic and assistance program in eech TAKS subject area to help students prepare for the
11thgrade exit-leve test adminigtration. The bill dso dlows participation inaninnovative redesign proj ect
as one of the options to improve low-performing schoals.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe committee’ sopinionthat rulemakingauthorityis expresdy granted to the commissoner of education
in SECTION 1 (21.005, Education Code) of thishill.

ANALYSIS

C.S.S.B. 1108 amends the Education Code to authorize the commissioner of education (commissioner)
to establish a statewide standard to be used to certify each school didrict thet is preparing, training, and
recruiting high-quality teachersin a manner congstent with the No Child Left Behind Act.

The bill requires the commissioner, in coordinationwith appropriate representatives of ingitutions of higher
educationand school digtricts, to develop a diagnostic and assistance program for each assessed subject
and to develop other academic programs of mutud benefit to school didtricts and ingtitutions of higher
education. The hill requires the commissoner to seek private funding to make avalable on the Internet
each diagnogtic and assistance program devel oped.

The hill authorizes the commissioner to permit a low-performing campus to participate in an innovaive
redesign of the campus to improve campus performance.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.S.B. 1108 modifies the engrossed versionby deleting provisons relating to personal graduation plans
for studentsat risk of not recaivingadiploma. C.S.S.B. 1108 modifies the engrossed verson by deleting
provisons that permit studentswho have performed poorly on statewide assessmentsto receive credit for
additiona core courses in lieu of an dective enrichment course. C.S.S.B. 1108 modifies the engrossed
versonby deeting provisions that require a school didrict to offer anintengve ingruction programfor each
student that performs poorly on an assessment instrument.
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