BILL ANALYSIS

S.B. 1461

By: Lindsay

County Affars

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Current law dlows county commissioners courtsto supply surplus or sdvage property to any incorporated
volunteer fire departments with which they have contracted for fire protection services. However, the
definition of sdvage property is persona property that has “no vaue’ for the purpose for which it was
origindly intended and that has caused problems for some counties. Some heavy equipment maintainsits
resdual vadue, even if the equipment is very old and heavily used. S.B. 1461 alows a county
commissionerscourt to declarefireapparatus and equipment purchased by the county assurplus or salvage
after 15 years of use and would alow a volunteer fire department to purchase that equipment for eght
percent of its origina purchase value,

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSS
SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 352A, Loca Government Code, by adding Section 352.006, asfollows:

Sec. 352.006. SALE OF USED FIREPROTECTION ORFRE-FIGHTING EQUIPMENT
TOCERTAIN VOLUNTEER FIREDEPARTMENTS. (8) Defines*volunteer firedepartment.”

(b) Authorizes the commissioners court of a county, notwithstanding Subchapter D,
Chapter 263, or other law, to sl used firefighting equipment, excluding equipment
described in Government Code, Chapter 419.040 and Chapter 419.041, to a volunteer
fire department for @ght percent of the origind purchase vaue of the equipment if certain
conditions are met.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2003.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect immediatdly if it receivesavote of two-thirds of al members elected to each house,
asprovided by Section 39, Article l11, Texas Condtitution. If thisAct does not receivethe vote necessary
for immediate effect, this Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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