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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, alaw enforcement officer is authorized to take custody of a child without a court order under
certain circumstances. Once the law enforcement officer takes temporary custody of a child, the officer
the maintains temporary custody until Child Protective Services (CPS) or the responsible party takes
cudtody of the child. During thisinterim, the officer is removed from law enforcement duties and
emergency response sarvices. Senate Bill 1665 authorizes employees of or volunteers with alaw
enforcement agency to assist police officers with the temporary care of a child taken into possesson
without a court order until further arrangements regarding the child’s custody can be made aslong as
the employee or volunteer has passed a background and crimind history check.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee s opinion that this bill does not expressy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Subchapter A, Chapter 262, Family Code, by adding Section 262.009, as
follows

Sec. 262.009. TEMPORARY CARE OF CHILD TAKEN INTO POSSESSION. Authorizesan
employee of or volunteer with alaw enforcement agency, who successfully completes a background
and crimina history check approved by the law enforcement agency, to assist a law enforcement or
juvenile probation officer with the temporary care of a child who istaken into possesson by a
governmental entity without a court order under this chapter until further arrangements regarding the
child's custody can be made.

SECTION 2. Makes application of this Act prospective.
SECTION 3. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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