BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.SB. 1828

By: Averitt

Agriculture & Livestock
Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board is an agency of the state. C.S.S.B.
1828 amends the statutes governing the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board to increase the
number of the Board members and to increase the efficiency of the Board.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.S.B.1828 expandsthe board membership of the State Soil and Water Conservation Board (Board)
from five to seven members. The bill sets forth the membership requirements for the two members
appointed by the governor, provisons for filling a vacancy, and terms for the Board members. The hill
requires the char of the state board to be one of its elected members. The bill sets forth reporting
requirements of the Board to be prepared and delivered to the governor, lieutenant governor, and the
speaker of the house of representatives. The bill requires an audit to be conducted by the state auditor not
later than March 1, 2004, to be ddivered to the governor, lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the
house of representatives. The hill requiresthe Board to consult withloca digtricts before administering and
adopting rules for the brushcontrol program. The bill adds the Texas Water Development Board and the
Texas Department of Agricultureas agencies, in addition to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, that
the Board shdl consult with in regard to the effects of brush control projects. The bill requiresthe Board
to prepare astate planthat ranks areas of the state in need of brush control, rather thandesignating critical
areasinneed and it setsforth notice of hearing requirementsand criteriafor evauating brush control areas.
The bill provideslimitson cost sharing participation by the state, withexceptions. The bill amends sections
relating to passing on gpplications for cost sharing. The bill alows 100% of the tota cost of brush control
projects on public landsbe made available asthe state’ s sharein cost sharing. Thebill removes permissve
language and requires the Board to establish priorities favoring areas with the most critical water
conservationneeds. Thebill reped stwo sectionsinthe Agriculture Coderdating totheterm “critica area’
which is removed from previous sections. The hill directs the governor, when making his initia
gppointmentsto the State Soil and Water ConservationBoard, to gppoint one member withatermexpiring
February 1, 2004, and the second member with aterm expiring February 1, 2005.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute modifiesthe origina by adding qudificationrequirements for the governor appointees. The
subgtitute further requires that the char of the board be an elected member of the board whereas the
origina does not. The subgtitute modifies the authority of the board relating to the brush control program
induding approved methods for brush control and consderations in passing onan applicationwhereasthe
origina does not. The subtitute repeal's two sections of the Agriculture Code relating to the term “ critical
areas’ whereasthe origind does not. A provison inthe origind relating to conflict of interest for amember
of the state board is not included in the subdtitute,
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