

S.B. No. 356

AN ACT

relating to forensic anthropologists and to an inquest when a body part is found.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1.  Subsection (a), Article 49.04, Code of Criminal Procedure, is amended to read as follows:

(a)  A justice of the peace shall conduct an inquest into the death of a person who dies in the county served by the justice if:

(1)  the person dies in prison under circumstances other than those described by Section 501.055(b), Government Code, or in jail;

(2)  the person dies an unnatural death from a cause other than a legal execution;

(3)  the body or a body part of a person is found, the cause or circumstances of death are unknown, and:

(A)  the person [body] is identified; or

(B)  the person [body] is unidentified;

(4)  the circumstances of the death indicate that the death may have been caused by unlawful means;

(5)  the person commits suicide or the circumstances of the death indicate that the death may have been caused by suicide;

(6)  the person dies without having been attended by a physician;

(7)  the person dies while attended by a physician who is unable to certify the cause of death and who requests the justice of the peace to conduct an inquest; or

(8)  the person is a child younger than six years of age and an inquest is required by Chapter 264, Family Code.

SECTION 2.  Subsections (a), (b), and (c), Article 49.07, Code of Criminal Procedure, are amended to read as follows:

(a)  A physician or other person who has possession of a body or body part of a person whose death requires an inquest under Article 49.04 of this code shall immediately notify the justice of the peace who serves the precinct in which the body or body part was found.

(b)  A peace officer who has been notified of the death of a person whose death requires an inquest under Article 49.04 of this code shall immediately notify the justice of the peace who serves the precinct in which the body or body part was found.

(c)(1)  If the justice of the peace who serves the precinct in which the body or body part was found is not available to conduct an inquest, a person required to give notice under this article shall notify the nearest available justice of the peace serving the county in which the body or body part was found, and that justice of the peace shall conduct the inquest.

(2)  If no justice of the peace serving the county in which the body or body part was found is available to conduct an inquest, a person required to give notice under this article shall notify the county judge, and the county judge shall initiate the inquest.  The county judge may exercise any power and perform any duty otherwise granted to or imposed under this subchapter on the justice of the peace serving the county 

