LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
February 27, 2003
TO: Honorable Rodney Ellis, Chair, Senate Committee on Government Organization
FROM : John Kedl, Director, Legidative Budget Board

IN RE: SB263 by Nelson (Relating to the continuation and functions of the State Board of Dental
Examiners.), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Fundsfor SB263, Committee Report 1st
House, Substituted: an impact of $0 through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of fundsto
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Y ear | mpact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Y ear Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 $0
2005 $0
2006 $0
2007 $0
2008 $0

All Funds, Five-Year | mpact:

Probable Revenue Gain/ Probable Savings/(Cost)
(Loss) from from .
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE GENERAL REVENUE Cé‘r?]”?g 'Q&L\'ﬁ’;ﬁe{'zgggf
FUND FUND ploy
1 1

2004 $166,046 ($166,046) 4.0
2005 $153,315 ($153,315) 4.0
2006 $153,315 ($153,315) 4.0
2007 $153,315 ($153,315) 4.0
2008 $153,315 ($153,315) 4.0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would continue the State Board of Dental Examinersfor 12 years.

The bill would reduce the size of the board from 18 to 15 members; establish a process for debt
forgiveness for services by dental professionalsin rural or underserved areas; establish an informal
dispute settlement process providing for restitution; and expand the Board’ s existing regulation to
require the registration of dental assistants who take X-rays.
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M ethodology

Reducing the size of the Board from 18 to 15 members would result in an annual savings to General
Revenue of approximately $5,800 as a result of reduced travel expenses for Board meetings and
other Board business.

It is assumed that the rural arealoan reimbursement program for dental practitioners would have no
fiscal impact to the State because any costs associated with these |oan reimbursements would be
recovered by revenue generated from increases in dentist and dental hygienist licensing fees.

It is assumed the number of complaints would increase from 88 in fiscal year 2002 to 352. Itis
estimated the agency will need one additional attorney at $47,957 per year and 2 additional
investigators at $83,026 to handle the increased number of complaint cases. It is also estimated the
agency will need to hold two additional settlement conferences per year and incur additional travel
expenses for three board members.

Approximately 10,000 dental assistants who are currently registered to take X-rays would choose to
be registered under the provisions of the bill. It is aso assumed that the agency would register half
of the dental assistants who have already passed the X-ray portion of the exam and begin registering
2,500 new dental assistantsin fiscal year 2005.

In fiscal year 2006, the agency would register the remaining half of the 10,000 currently licensed
dental assistants and 2,500 new dental assistants. In addition, the agency would begin to renew
registrations from fiscal year 2005 (7,500 renewals).

In order to handle the increased workload associated with the new registrations, the agency indicates
aneed for an additional clerk at $27,132 per year. The agency will also incur costs to develop and
distribute study guides and administer examinations.

It is assumed the agency would adjust fees to offset any costs or revenue changes associated with
the implementation of the bill.

Technology

It is estimated the expanded regulation of dental assistants would require the Board to expand its
databases to accomodate the anticipated annual registrations. The cost of this technology impact is
estimated to be $12,731 for initial changes to the database and an estimated increase of $1,000 per
year for data storage.

L ocal Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 360 State Office Of Administrative Hearings, 504 Texas State Board Of Dental
Examiners, 529 Health And Human Services Commission

L BB Staff: XK, GO, TG, RT
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