
S.R. No. 223

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 223
WHEREAS, Since 1975, Senator Gonzalo Barrientos has
worked passionately on behalf of the citizens of his beloved
City of Austin and later State Senatorial District 14, and
the Senate of the State of Texas is pleased to recognize this esteemed public servant; and
WHEREAS, Senator Barrientos has had a memorable career in the Texas Legislature and is noted for his work as a strong and tireless advocate for the disenfranchised and the disadvantaged; and
WHEREAS, Before he was elected to public office,
Gonzalo Barrientos had already embarked on a career of public service; he had worked as a community organizer for the National Urban League, as a program officer for Volunteers in Service to America and the Peace Corps, and as a trainer for the Leadership Institute for Community Development in Washington, D.C.; and
WHEREAS, Senator Barrientos served five terms in the
Texas House of Representatives, from 1975 until 1985; he then began his noteworthy service in the Texas Senate representing Senate District 14; and
WHEREAS, During his tenure as senator, he passed more than two dozen bills aimed at reducing the school dropout rate in Texas, and his prodigious efforts have helped lower the dropout rate across the state; he also sponsored legislation to protect the rights and benefits of state employees and to eliminate abuse of the elderly; and
WHEREAS, Senator Barrientos has been lauded for his meritorious service and he has been the recipient of many awards, including the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund's Matt Garcia Public Service Award, the National Dropout Prevention Network Award of Excellence for Special Services, and the Combined Law Enforcement Association of Texas Crime Fighter of the Year and Lifetime Achievement awards; he was selected as the Outstanding Legislator of the Year three times by the Texas Public Employees Association, and he was honored by the association with a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2002; and
WHEREAS, Throughout his career, Senator Barrientos has been supported by the love and devotion of his wife, Emma, and their five children, Joseph, Angelina, Alicia, Adelita, and Veronica; and
WHEREAS, Senator Barrientos has always shown Senate staff members great courtesy and kindness, and his annual Valentine's Day party became a Capitol tradition; and
WHEREAS, Respected by his colleagues for his legislative experience and expertise, Senator Barrientos has been dedicated to improving the lives of his constituents and all Texans,
and his presence in the Senate will be greatly missed; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,
79th Legislature, 3rd Called Session, hereby express appreciation to the Honorable Gonzalo Barrientos for his invaluable service
to the people of Texas and extend best wishes to him in all his future endeavors; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for Senator Barrientos as an expression of highest regard and esteem from his colleagues in the Texas Senate.
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Dewhurst, President of the Senate



________________________________
     President of the Senate

     I hereby certify that the above Resolution was adopted by the Senate on May 15, 2006.



________________________________
     Secretary of the Senate



________________________________
      Member, Texas Senate
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