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BILL ANALYSIS 
 
 
Senate Research Center H.B. 3333 
 By: Chavez (Madla) 
 Intergovernmental Relations 
 5/19/2005 
 Engrossed 
 
 
AUTHOR'S/SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT 
 
Currently, Section 202.021, Transportation Code, regulates the sale or transfer of real property 
that was acquired for highway purposes, but is no longer needed.  The priority of transfers or sale 
of property must be given to a governmental entity with the authority to condemn the property 
before offering the property to the general public.  The Transportation Commission is also 
required to offer the property to abutting or adjoining landowners before offering it to the general 
public.  Under Section 202.023, Transportation Code, the sale of property to the general public is 
required to be made through a competitive sealed bid process.   
 
H.B. 3333 requires the Texas Transportation Commission to give priority for a property sale or 
transfer to a federally recognized Indian tribe whose reservation is located on the Texas-Mexico 
border before offering the property to the general public.  The tribe's priority is below that of a 
governmental entity with the authority to condemn the property, as well as below that of abutting 
or adjoining landowners in the case of a highway right-of-way.    
 
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY 
 
This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, 
institution, or agency.  
 
SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS 
 
SECTION 1.  Amends Section 202.021(b) and (c), Transportation Code, as follows: 
 

(b)  Requires real property to be transferred or sold with certain priorities, including 
abutting or adjoining landowners, and a federally recognized Indian tribe whose 
reservation is located within counties of this state bordering the republic of Mexico and 
that is not subject to the federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, except as provided by 
Subsection (c).  Redesignates Subsection (2) as Subsection (3).   
 
(c)  Requires a highway right-of-way to be transferred or sold with certain priorities 
including to a federally recognized Indian tribe whose reservation is located within 
counties of this state bordering the Republic of Mexico and that is not subject to the 
federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.  Redesignates Subsection (3) as Subsection (4).    

 
SECTION 2.  Effective date:  upon passage or September 1, 2005.  
 
 


