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BILL ANALYSIS 
 
 
Senate Research Center S.B. 321 
 By: Harris 
 Jurisprudence 
 5/31/2005 
 Enrolled 
 
 
AUTHOR'S/SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT 
 
Under current law, the 396th District Court has general district jurisdiction with preference given 
to criminal cases and also has concurrent jurisdiction with the county criminal courts in Tarrant 
County over misdemeanor cases.  The justice courts of Tarrant County have jurisdiction over 
Class C misdemeanor citations that have been filed in their respective courts by the various state 
and county agencies.  Defendants arrested for Class C misdemeanor violations are frequently 
held in custody for days at a time as they await their arraignment in the appropriate justice court, 
each of which has a different schedule for such cases.  S.B. 321 expands the jurisdiction of the 
396th District Court to be concurrent with the justice courts of Tarrant County over misdemeanor 
cases. 
 
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY 
 
This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, 
institution, or agency.  
 
SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS 
 
SECTION 1.  Amends Section 24.541(c), Government Code, to include the justice courts along 
with the county criminal courts as having concurrent original jurisdiction with the 396th District 
Court in addition to other jurisdiction provided by law in Tarrant County over misdemeanor 
cases. 
 
SECTION 2.  Effective date: September 1, 2005. 


