
H.C.R. No. 4

79R10609 MW-D
By:  Isett
H.C.R. No. 4
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, The year 2005 marks the retirement of Dr. Richard Michael Bennett as principal of Monterey High School in Lubbock following an outstanding 40-year career in education; and
WHEREAS, After graduating from McMurry University, Mike Bennett went on to obtain a master's degree in education from Abilene Christian University and a doctoral degree in education from Texas Tech University; and
WHEREAS, Beginning his career as a teacher with the Wylie Public School System in 1965, Dr. Bennett started his tenure in Lubbock three years later as a teacher, and he later served as a counselor, assistant principal, director of public relations, and principal of Mackenzie Junior High School before accepting his present post in 1989; and
WHEREAS, During his career, he has further served Lubbock Public Schools as a founding board member of the Foundation for Excellence, as a member of the Staff Development Advisory Committee, as chair of the Teacher Induction Study Committee, as speaker bureau chair for the 1989 Bond Steering Committee, and as a member of the committee charged with implementing recommendations to enhance employee morale; and
WHEREAS, At the statewide level, Dr. Bennett has made significant contributions to his profession through his past service as president of the Texas School Public Relations Association and as a member of the Association of Texas Professional Educators and the Texas Association of Secondary School Principals; moreover, he has conducted numerous workshops for his peers on public relations, curriculum, administration, and instruction; and
WHEREAS, Widely recognized for his outstanding leadership, Dr. Bennett was named the 1997 Secondary School Administrator of the Year by the Lubbock Classroom Teachers Association and the 1999 Distinguished Supervisor of the Year by the Texas Business Educators Association; and
WHEREAS, In addition to his education-related activities, this esteemed gentleman has benefited the wider community through his leadership with such notable groups as the Lubbock Rotary Club, the United Way of Lubbock, the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, the American Cancer Society, and the Boy Scouts of America; and 
WHEREAS, In all his endeavors, he has enjoyed the love and support of his wife, Sharon Ruth Wells Bennett, and his children, Jeff, Mark, and Whitney; and
WHEREAS, Having long ago achieved his initial goal of creating a learning environment based on mutual respect at the school, Dr. Bennett has gone on to accomplish so much more during his tenure at Monterey High School, and his contributions will continue to benefit the students and faculty of MHS through the legacy of achievement he leaves behind; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the 79th Legislature of the State of Texas hereby congratulate Dr. Richard Michael Bennett on his retirement as principal of Monterey High School and extend to him sincere best wishes for continued happiness; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for Dr. Bennett as an expression of high regard by the Texas House of Representatives and Senate.
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