BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.S.B. 36

By: Nelson

Public Health

Committee Report (Substituted)
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

During the 79th Legislature, changes were made to the physician licensure examination attempt requirements without the inclusion of a grandfathering provision.  

CSSB 36 authorizes physician applicants who had a physician-in-training permit or permit application by September 1, 2005, to apply for licensure under the old law.
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.  
ANALYSIS

CSSB 36 amends Section 155.056, Occupations Code, by adding Subsection (c) and (d), to require certain applicants for a medical license to pass each part of a licensing examination to practice medicine within three attempts notwithstanding Subsection (a).  Provides an exception for an applicant who has passed all but one part of an examination within three attempts, and authorizes the applicant to take the remaining part of the examination one additional time.  Provides that an applicant is considered to have satisfied the requirements of this subsection if the applicant meets certain conditions.  Subsection (d) provides an exception for a physician who has been licensed and in good standing in another state for five years and who does not hold a license in another state that has restrictions, disciplinary orders, or probation.
EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2007.
COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE
CSSB 36 adds subsection (d) that provides an exception for a physician who has been licensed and in good standing in another state for five years and who does not hold a license in another state that has restrictions, disciplinary orders, or probation.
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