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AUTHOR'S/SPONSOR'SSTATEMENT OF INTENT

Currently, the Family Code does not provide a clear right to an appea after an associate judge
has signed certain orders. In addition there is no provision authorizing an associate judge to
make a record in any manner other than by using a court reporter, and the law appears to require
the use of a court reporter in certain proceedings even if the matter at issue is uncontested.

As proposed, S.B. 431 provides that a party's right of appeal is not affected by the signing of
temporary orders by an associate judge. The bill authorizes a record to be made by a method
chosen by the judge and clarifies that a court reporter is not required in a final termination
hearing if the matter is uncontested.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer,
institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 201.007(a), Family Code, to include among the actions an
associate judge is authorized to take, except as limited by an order of referral, the authority to
render and sign, without prejudice to the right of appeal under Section 201.015, certain orders

SECTION 2. Amends the heading to Section 201.009, Family Code, to read as follows:
Sec. 201.009. RECORD.
SECTION 3. Amends Section 201.109(a), Family Code, as follows:
(& Authorizes arecord to be made of, rather than a court reporter to be provided during,
a hearing held by an associate judge appointed under this chapter (Associate Judge).
Authorizes the parties to waive the making of a record with the consent of the associate
judge. Provides that a court reporter is required to be provided when the associate judge
presides over ajury trial or a contested final termination hearing.
SECTION 4. Provides that the changes in law made by this Act apply to a suit affecting the
parent-child relationship referred to an asociate judge that is pending before a trial court on or
filed on or after the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 5. Effective date: September 1, 2007.
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