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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 
 
Criminal law hearing officers in Harris County have limited concurrent jurisdiction over criminal 
cases filed in the district courts, county criminal courts at law, justices of the peace, and statutory 
probate courts. 
 
The bill grants concurrent jurisdiction over criminal cases filed in justice courts of Harris County 
and all other additional powers as a magistrate, specified in the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
other laws of this state, to criminal law hearing officers.  
 
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY 
 
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking 
authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
SECTION 1. Amends Section 54.856(a), Government Code, as follows: 
 

(a) Provides that a criminal law hearing officer appointed under this subchapter has 
limited concurrent jurisdiction over criminal cases filed in the district courts and county 
criminal courts at law of the county, and has concurrent jurisdiction over criminal cases 
filed in the justice courts of the county. Provides that in criminal cases filed in the district 
courts and county criminal courts at law, the jurisdiction of the criminal law hearing 
officer is limited to certain actions, including determining probable cause for further 
detention of any person detained on a criminal complaint, information, or indictment filed 
in the district courts or county criminal courts, rather than those courts and the justice 
courts of the county. Deletes existing text limiting the jurisdiction of the criminal law 
hearing officer to disposing of cases and collecting fines and enforcing judgments and 
orders of the justice courts in criminal cases filed in justice courts.   

 
SECTION 2. Amends Sections 54.585(a) and (e), Government Code, as follows: 
 

(a) Sets forth the duties and responsibilities of a criminal law hearing officer. Provides 
that a criminal law hearing officer has all other powers and duties of a magistrate 
specified by the Code of Criminal Procedure and other laws of this state. 
 
(e) Authorizes a criminal law hearing officer to dispose of criminal cases filed in the 
justice court as provided by law, including by trial, and collect fines and enforce the 
judgments and orders of the justice courts in criminal cases. 

 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
September 1, 2007. 
 
      
 
 
 


