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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, With his brilliant planning and inspiring

leadership, General James Harold Doolittle carried out one of the

most courageous deeds in military history as a pilot in the United

States Army Air Force during World War II; and

WHEREAS, On April 18, 1942, "Jimmy" Doolittle led the first

U.S. air strike on the Japanese home islands in what is known today

as the Doolittle Raid; this dangerous mission helped to boost the

morale of the American public in the wake of the attack on Pearl

Harbor by proving that the Japanese islands were not invulnerable;

and

WHEREAS, A prominent aviator and aeronautical engineer,

General Doolittle had instructed Air Corps students in aerial

gunnery and tactics during World War I, and during the 1920s, he

made a record-breaking transcontinental flight, won the biggest air

racing trophies of the time, and played an important role in the

development of instrument flying; he earned his doctorate from MIT

and in 1940 became the president of the Institute of Aeronautical

Science; and

WHEREAS, After the devastating events at Pearl Harbor,

Lieutenant Colonel Doolittle returned to active duty in the Air

Corps and, with Captain Francis S. Low and Lieutenant General Henry

H. Arnold, developed a bold plan for an air strike on Japanese soil;

and

WHEREAS, Because no bases were available in China for a heavy

bomb attack and because Navy carrier aircraft lacked both range and
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bomb load for such a mission, it was decided that Army Air Forces

bombers would be flown from carrier ships in the Pacific;

servicemen from the 17th Bombardment Group and the 89th

Reconnaissance Squadron bravely volunteered to perform this

dangerous and audacious maneuver; and

WHEREAS, Called a "master of calculated risk," Lieutenant

Colonel Doolittle was the first off the deck when the mission was

launched 30 hours ahead of schedule and more than 200 miles farther

off the coast than was planned; he skillfully flew through the wind,

rain, and low clouds, guiding the way for his crew; the Japanese

were taken by surprise, and all but one B-25 hit their targets; and

WHEREAS, General Doolittle ’s unwavering courage and

steadfast leadership on that day earned him the admiration of a

nation and led him to become the first airman in World War II to be

awarded the Medal of Honor, which was presented to him on May 20,

1942, by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his life, Jimmy Doolittle exemplified

the ideal of those in military service; his actions and

accomplishments are an inspiration to all Americans, and it is

truly appropriate that he be honored for his notable contributions

as a soldier and patriot; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the 80th Legislature of the State of Texas

hereby honor the life of James Harold Doolittle and pay tribute to

his exceptional military aviation achievements that truly

influenced not only the course of World War II, but also the future

of the world.

Hilderbran
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A A A
Craddick Gattis Miles
Allen Geren Miller
Alonzo Giddings Moreno
Anchia Gonzales Morrison
Anderson Gonzalez Toureilles Mowery
Aycock Goolsby Murphy
Bailey Guillen Naishtat
Berman Haggerty Noriega
Bohac Hamilton O’Day
Bolton Hancock Oliveira
Bonnen Hardcastle Olivo
Branch Harless Orr
Brown of Kaufman Harper-Brown Ortiz, Jr.
Brown of Brazos Hartnett Otto
Burnam Heflin Parker
Callegari Hernandez Patrick
Castro Herrero Paxton
Chavez Hilderbran Pena
Chisum Hill Phillips
Christian Hochberg Pickett
Cohen Hodge Pierson
Coleman Homer Pitts
Cook of Navarro Hopson Puente
Cook of Colorado Howard of Fort Bend Quintanilla
Corte Howard of Travis Raymond
Crabb Hughes Riddle
Creighton Isett Ritter
Crownover Jackson Rodriguez
Darby Jones Rose
Davis of Harris Keffer Smith of Tarrant
Davis of Dallas King of Parker Smith of Harris
Delisi King of Taylor Smithee
Deshotel King of Zavala Solomons
Driver Kolkhorst Strama
Dukes Krusee Straus
Dunnam Kuempel Swinford
Dutton Latham Talton
Eiland Laubenberg Taylor
Eissler Leibowitz Thompson
Elkins Lucio III Truitt
England Macias Turner
Escobar Madden Van Arsdale
Farabee Mallory Caraway Vaught
Farias Martinez Veasey
Farrar Martinez Fischer Villarreal
Flores McCall Vo
Flynn McClendon West
Frost McReynolds Woolley
Gallego Menendez Zedler
Garcia Merritt Zerwas
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______________________________ ______________________________

AAAAPresident of the Senate Speaker of the HouseAAAAAA

I certify that H.C.R. No. 180 was unanimously adopted by a

rising vote of the House on April 4, 2007.

______________________________

Chief Clerk of the HouseAAA

I certify that H.C.R. No. 180 was unanimously adopted by a

rising vote of the Senate on April 17, 2007.

______________________________

Secretary of the SenateAAA

APPROVED: __________________

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADateAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAA __________________

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAGovernorAAAAAAA
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