
By:AAHarris S.B.ANo.A433
(In the SenateA-AFiled FebruaryA2,A2007; FebruaryA21,A2007,

read first time and referred to Committee on Jurisprudence;
MarchA12,A2007, reported adversely, with favorable Committee
Substitute by the following vote: Yeas 5, Nays 0; MarchA12,A2007,
sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B.ANo.A433 By:AAHarris

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to attorney’s fees in certain postjudgment proceedings.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTIONA1.AASection 9.014, Family Code, is amended to read as

follows:
Sec.A9.014.AAATTORNEY ’S FEES. AAThe court may award

reasonable attorney ’s fees [as costs] in a proceeding under this
subchapter. The court may order the attorney ’s fees to be paid
directly to the attorney, who may enforce the order for fees in the
attorney’s own name by any means available for the enforcement of a
judgment for debt.

SECTIONA2.AASubchapter B, Chapter 9, Family Code, is amended
by adding Section 9.106 to read as follows:

Sec.A9.106.AAATTORNEY ’S FEES.AAIn a proceeding under this
subchapter, the court may award reasonable attorney’s fees incurred
by a party to a divorce or annulment against the other party to the
divorce or annulment. The court may order the attorney ’s fees to be
paid directly to the attorney, who may enforce the order for fees in
the attorney’s own name by any means available for the enforcement
of a judgment for debt.

SECTIONA3.AASection 9.205, Family Code, is amended to read as
follows:

Sec.A9.205.AAATTORNEY ’S FEES.AAIn a proceeding to divide
property previously undivided in a decree of divorce or annulment
as provided by this subchapter, the court may award reasonable
attorney’s fees [as costs]. The court may order the attorney’s fees
to be paid directly to the attorney, who may enforce the order in
the attorney’s own name by any means available for the enforcement
of a judgment for debt.

SECTIONA4.AAThe changes in law made by this Act apply only to
a proceeding commenced under Chapter 9, Family Code, on or after the
effective date of this Act. A proceeding commenced under Chapter 9,
Family Code, before the effective date of this Act is governed by
the law in effect immediately before that date, and the former law
is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTIONA5.AAThis Act takes effect September 1, 2007.

* * * * *
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