
H.R.ANo.A439

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, In the course of his long and accomplished career in

the field of mental health, Roddy Atkins has offered vital

assistance to residents of North Texas; and

WHEREAS, Raised in Wichita Falls, Mr. Atkins first became

interested in psychology while attending Texas Tech University; he

later transferred to Midwestern State University, where he earned

an undergraduate degree and a master’s degree in counseling; and

WHEREAS, His professional career began at the Wichita Falls

Community Mental Health and Mental Retardation Center in 1980, and

he became a caseworker at the Vernon Drug Dependent Youth Project a

year later; beginning in 1988, he spent three years working as an

associate psychologist with the Community Services division of the

Wichita Falls State Hospital; and

WHEREAS, Deciding he could make a further contribution in the

administrative ranks, Mr. Atkins accepted a position supervising

clinics in several North Texas communities and then became a

community services director; in the mid-1990s, he played an

instrumental role in the effort to merge state operated mental

health and mental retardation services in the region, and he

ultimately oversaw the incorporation of existing facilities into

the Helen Farabee Regional MHMR Centers; he has held the position of

executive director for the organization since 1998; and

WHEREAS, This skilled administrator is responsible for MHMR

and substance abuse services for a 19-county area; his astute
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management has allowed the Farabee centers to do an outstanding job

in serving their clients, many of whom are at-risk individuals who

lack insurance and are of limited financial means; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career, Roddy Atkins has dedicated

himself to helping individuals to overcome and cope with issues of

mental health and mental retardation, and his success in this

admirable undertaking has enabled numerous North Texas residents to

establish happier and more productive lives; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 81st Texas

Legislature hereby commend Roddy Atkins for his achievements as a

mental health administrator and clinician and extend to him sincere

best wishes for continued success; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be

prepared for Mr. Atkins as an expression of high regard by the Texas

House of Representatives.

Farabee
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A A A
Straus Gattis Menendez
Allen Geren Merritt
Alonzo Giddings Miklos
Alvarado Gonzales Miller of Comal
Anchia Gonzalez Toureilles Miller of Erath
Anderson Guillen Moody
Aycock Gutierrez Morrison
Berman Hamilton Naishtat
Bohac Hancock Oliveira
Bolton Hardcastle Olivo
Bonnen Harless Orr
Branch Harper-Brown Ortiz, Jr.
Brown of Kaufman Hartnett Otto
Brown of Brazos Heflin Parker
Burnam Hernandez Patrick
Button Herrero Paxton
Callegari Hilderbran Pe•a
Castro Hochberg Phillips
Chavez Hodge Pickett
Chisum Homer Pierson
Christian Hopson Pitts
Cohen Howard of Fort Bend Quintanilla
Coleman Howard of Travis Raymond
Cook Hughes Riddle
Corte Hunter Rios Ybarra
Crabb Isett Ritter
Craddick Jackson Rodriguez
Creighton Jones Rose
Crownover Keffer Sheffield
Darby Kent Shelton
Davis of Harris King of Parker Smith of Tarrant
Davis of Dallas King of Taylor Smith of Harris
Deshotel King of Zavala Smithee
Driver Kleinschmidt Solomons
Dukes Kolkhorst Strama
Dunnam Kuempel Swinford
Dutton Laubenberg Taylor
Edwards Legler Thibaut
Eiland Leibowitz Thompson
Eissler Lewis Truitt
Elkins Lucio III Turner of Tarrant
England Madden Turner of Harris
Farabee Maldonado Vaught
Farias Mallory Caraway Veasey
Farrar Marquez Villarreal
Fletcher Martinez Vo
Flores Martinez Fischer Walle
Flynn McCall Weber
Frost McClendon Woolley
Gallego McReynolds Zerwas
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______________________________

Speaker of the HouseAAAAA

I certify that H.R. No. 439 was adopted by the House on

February 26, 2009, by a non-record vote.

______________________________

Chief Clerk of the HouseAAA
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