
H.R.ANo.A1533

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, Texas is widely known for the wealth of dinosaur

fossils that have been found in the state; the remains of more than

20 different species have been unearthed here, and a number of them

represent important discoveries that have greatly aided scientists

in their study of the prehistoric era; and

WHEREAS, The dinosaur Technosaurus is an especially notable

example of the Lone Star State’s ancient inhabitants; fossils of

this creature have been found in the Panhandle area, near the town

of Post, and no evidence of its existence has been found anywhere

else; and

WHEREAS, Also known as Technosaurus smalli, Technosaurus was

identified by Dr. Sankar Chatterjee of Texas Tech University in

1984, and the dinosaur’s name honors Dr. Chatterjee’s academic

home; a well-known paleontologist, Dr. Chatterjee has made a number

of pioneering discoveries in his career, and in finding

Technosaurus, he revealed one of the earliest bird-hipped dinosaurs

that has been found in North America; and

WHEREAS, Standing about four feet high and weighing around 25

pounds, this small plant-eating dinosaur lived during the Late

Triassic Epoch, between 200 and 228 million years ago; it has

similarities to other small herbivorous dinosaurs found in South

America, and some scientists have linked it to Silesaurus, a

creature unearthed in Poland; and

WHEREAS, Recently, Technosaurus has received renewed
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attention thanks to the efforts of Shashwath Murthy, a fifth-grade

student at Valley Ranch Elementary School in Irving; born in

Boulder, Colorado, Mr. Murthy first became interested in dinosaurs

at the age of three, when he saw the film Jurassic Park; after

moving to Texas, he learned about Technosaurus while completing a

school project in the first grade, and in the years since, he has

conducted extensive research on the species; on March 24, 2009, he

delivered informative testimony at a meeting of the House Committee

on Culture, Recreation, and Tourism, during which he drew attention

to the unique aspects of this Lone Star dinosaur; and

WHEREAS, The discovery of Technosaurus has helped to

emphasize the important role Texas plays in the field of

paleontology and has left us with a greater appreciation of the

early inhabitants that once roamed the landscape of the Lone Star

State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 81st Texas

Legislature hereby recognize April 23, 2009, as Technosaurus Day

and commend Shashwath Murthy for his admirable work in raising

public awareness of this prehistoric Texan; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be

prepared for Mr. Murthy as an expression of high regard by the Texas

House of Representatives.

Geren

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

H.R.ANo.A1533

2



A A A
Straus Gattis Menendez
Allen Geren Merritt
Alonzo Giddings Miklos
Alvarado Gonzales Miller of Comal
Anchia Gonzalez Toureilles Miller of Erath
Anderson Guillen Moody
Aycock Gutierrez Morrison
Berman Hamilton Naishtat
Bohac Hancock Oliveira
Bolton Hardcastle Olivo
Bonnen Harless Orr
Branch Harper-Brown Ortiz, Jr.
Brown of Kaufman Hartnett Otto
Brown of Brazos Heflin Parker
Burnam Hernandez Patrick
Button Herrero Paxton
Callegari Hilderbran Pe•a
Castro Hochberg Phillips
Chavez Hodge Pickett
Chisum Homer Pierson
Christian Hopson Pitts
Cohen Howard of Fort Bend Quintanilla
Coleman Howard of Travis Raymond
Cook Hughes Riddle
Corte Hunter Rios Ybarra
Crabb Isett Ritter
Craddick Jackson Rodriguez
Creighton Jones Rose
Crownover Keffer Sheffield
Darby Kent Shelton
Davis of Harris King of Parker Smith of Tarrant
Davis of Dallas King of Taylor Smith of Harris
Deshotel King of Zavala Smithee
Driver Kleinschmidt Solomons
Dukes Kolkhorst Strama
Dunnam Kuempel Swinford
Dutton Laubenberg Taylor
Edwards Legler Thibaut
Eiland Leibowitz Thompson
Eissler Lewis Truitt
Elkins Lucio III Turner of Tarrant
England Madden Turner of Harris
Farabee Maldonado Vaught
Farias Mallory Caraway Veasey
Farrar Marquez Villarreal
Fletcher Martinez Vo
Flores Martinez Fischer Walle
Flynn McCall Weber
Frost McClendon Woolley
Gallego McReynolds Zerwas
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______________________________

Speaker of the HouseAAAAA

I certify that H.R. No. 1533 was adopted by the House on April

23, 2009, by a non-record vote.

______________________________

Chief Clerk of the HouseAAA
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